







HAIL AEK! 


® AEK Athens, the mighty | 
Greek team which will play * 
twice against Red Star Bel- © 
grade and twice against the = 
Socceroos in the inter- ; 
nauonal series starting on 
July 31 From feft, standing: 
Stambachr, Dintsikos, Sand- 
berg, Manolas, Karagio- 
zopoulos, Ardizoglou. Front: 
Mavros, Viahos, Chatzis, 
Georgamits, Arvanitis 

© See tournament pre 
view pages 7-10 
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@ Polish international Janusz 









touched the ground 
yet! In a few months’ 
time Ill be playing 
for leading Greek 
club Larissa against 
the Sampdoria of 
Graeme Souness and 
Trevor Francis. Un- 
believable! 

/ signed a three-year con- 
tract with Larissa last week 
realising one of my greatest 


dreams in soccer — to play in 
Europe. 


Larissa won the 1985 
Greek Cup by beating league 
champion PAOK 4-1 in the 

















Kupcewicz — joins Katholos at La- 
rissa. final. 


And it has drawn Italian giant Sampdoria in 
the first round of next season’s European Cup 


Winners® Cup. 


I'm not going to hide how happy I am and I’m not 
gong to hide my feelings about the way some people in 


Australian soccer have treated me. 


This is going to stick it right up them! 


My contract with Larissa makes me the 
player at the club. 

Vl earn 10 million drachmas ($90,000) 
over three years with the chance of earning 
a further $90,600 in bonuses. Toss in free ac- 
commiodation and a few more perks and 
hath see why I’m grinning from Bondi to 

imain. 


Sydney Olympic will get an $11,000 transfer 
fee and all that’s got to be decided now is 
whether I fly to Greece after the National 
Cup final against Makedonia on August 16 or 
wait until the end of the final five series. I 
want to leave straight after the Cup final 
and get stuck into pre-season training with 
Larissa, which is going to Yugoslavia to pre- 
pare for what it hopes will be a big, big 
season in Greece and Europe. 

Larissa also has friendly games arranged 
against Boca Juniors of Argentina, Eint- 
racht Frankfurt and PAOK. 

Larissa is coached by Andrei Strei!laou,; 
who has been involved with the Polish 









highest paid 


national team, and just has signed Janusz 
Kupcewicz, the Polish international mid- 
fielder, Kupcewicz had been playing in 
France with St Etienne 

Larissa’s top players include Plitsis, 
number two goalkeeper in the Greek nation- 
al team, sweeper Galitsios, and forwards 
Valaoras, a Greek international, and 
Adamczyk, a Polish international. 

Now, for the blunt truth about other trials 
I’ve had in Greece over the years. 

In 1980 and 1981 I trialled with Olympia- 
kos. I was offered five million drachmas 
over fiye years but I still was hell bent on 
playing for Australia and knew if I tried to 
establish myself in Greece, I'd Tose all 
chance of playing regularly with the Soce- 
Toos. 

In 1982 Panathinaikos offered me eight 
million drachmas for a five year contract. 
Again, playing for Australia still meant a lot 
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By 
PETER 
KATHOLOS 


Who has signed a 

three-year coan- 

tract with Greek 
club Larissa 





to me and Id just signed the lease for my 
sports store in Sydney. 


AEK Athens wanted me to sign last year 
but Larissa won and I was surprised with the 
constant interest it’s shown in me over the 
past few months. : 


When I was injured earlier this year and 
was sidelined for a while, Larissa kept ring- 
ing me up, kept asking me how I was and 
kept telling me to come to Greece I was 
Staggered by the way Larissa kept pursuing 
me. And honored. 


Like I said earlier, I’ve taken my share of 
knocks in Australian soccer. I was dumped 
from the national team when I really, really 
would have given an arm to play. That’s in 
the past now, I’ve got new horizons and all I 
can say is that I’m going to give it my best 
shot. ve got confidence in myself without 
being over-confident. 


603 Little Lonsdale street, Melbourne 
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Melbourne Croatia 
still is working over- 
time to get star 
Croatian import Jozo 
Bogdanovic to 
Australia. 


Begdanovic, 24, has been 
registered with Melbourne 
Croatia for more than a year, 
yet has been playing for NK 
Split in the Yugoslav Second 
Division. 


There’s little doubt that 
should Croatia finally succeed 
in bringing out Bogdanovic, it 
will have captured an out- 
standing player. He's a left- 
sided attacker and was leading 
scorer in the Croatian League 
in the 1983-84 season. 


Bogdanovic played with NK 
Hajduk from 1974 to 1979, then 
joined NK Split, which was 
promoted to the Yugoslav 
Second Division last season, 
finishing equal fourth after 
leading for the first part of the 
Season. 


Begdanovic has been sought 
by Hajduk Split, Dinamo 
Zagreb and Dinamo Vinkovci 
recently, making Melbourne 
Croatia’s efforts to get him to 
Australia even tougher. 


Croatia first got in touch 
With Bogdanovic’ late in 1983 
and although he signed with 
the club early the following 


SPORTS EXTRAN\ | 
SPECIALISTS IN ALL YOUR SOCCER NEEDS} 


CEDO CIRKOVIC and family 
extend a warm welcome to 
visiting teams AEK Athens, ~ 
PSV Eindhoven and especially | # 
Red Star Belgrade, led by 
our old friend Gojko Zec..- 


WE ALSO WISH FRANK AROK AND 
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Australian soccer — p.2 


CHASE STILL ON 
FOR BOGDANOVIC 









Jozo Bogdanovic 


year, he wanted to play out the 
remainder of the season with 
NK Split, which wooed him for 
the recently completed season 
by buying him a car. NK Split 
still wants Bogdanovic and 
that’s another hurdle Croatia 
must overcome. 


Bogdanovic last season 
played in the Croatian five- 
a-side team frem Split which 
won the national five-a-side 
tournament and then added the 
European tournament held in 
West Germany to its honers 
list. His team mates in that 
five-a-side squad included 
Gabric, EBuljan, Surjak, Asa- 
movic and Plazibas. 


—CRAIG MACKENZIE 
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Charlie Egan 
hasn't paid 
$500 fine 





South Melbourne 
Hellas star Charlie 


Egan (pictured, 
above) has not paid 
the $500 fine imposed 
upon him by the ASF 
for comments he 
made about. the 
national team earlier 
this year. 

Why not? 

Egan won’t say. Neither 
will ASF executive direct- 
or Brian Emery. 

“The matter still is proceed- 
ing, so I’ve got no comment to 
make,” said Emery, via his 
secretary. 

Egan’s solicitor, Peter Pry- 
les, issued this short state- 
ment: 

“There has been corres- 
pondence between Mr. Emery 
and myself regarding Charles 
Egan. That’s all I can say at 
this stage.”’ 

Egan’s fine was imposed by 
the ASF’s World Cup com- 
mittee. Egan, was not repre- 
sented and did not make any 
representations to the meeting 
at which he was fined for “‘ma- 
king public comments detri- 
mental to soccer.” 

The World Cup committee 
appointed NSL manager 
Stefan Kamasz, NSL vice- 
president Tony Kovac and 
NSW federation president 
John Constantine to further in- 
vestigate Egan’s withdrawal 
from the national team and his 
criticisms of the way the team 
is run. 

We are unable to bring you 
up to date on the presumably 
on-going investigation. 


— CRAIG MACKENZIE 
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throat if | had to! 


Call in Miss Marple! Get Hercule Poirot! 
Paul Jones has disappeared mysteriously 
somewhere between Zeist and Minsk and 
Mirko Runje is searching for a water-tight 


alibi. 

“l'd slash Paul's throat if 1 
had to,” says Runje, talking 
about their battle for the 
goalkeepers spot in the 
national youth team which 
plays during the international 
series in Australia shortly 
then heads to Zeist in Holland 
to prepare for August's World 


Youth Championship finals in 


Russia. 

Runje’s only joking, isn’t 
he? 

“Actually me and Paul are 
mates. We stayed together at 
the institute of sport in 
Canberra last year so 1 know 
just about everything there is 
to know about the bloke, from 
what size shoes he wears to 
what color his underpants are. 
But out on the field, it's a dif- 
ferent matter. We're com- 
petitive alright, don’t worry 
about that and Paul knows that 
I want that number one spot.” 

If Runje attacks his task to 
displace Jones with the sort of 
conviction he puts into his as- 
saults on plates of kranski and 
cevapcici, Jones is in big 
trouble. 


Runje’s team manager at’ 


Melbourne Croatia, Frank 
Burin, says that the 18 year old 
eats enough for half a dozen 
players. 

“I'm a growing lad,’’ says 
Runje with a grin. 

“It’s my European back- 
I guess. Mum still 

ce-feeds me. Anyway, when 
it comes to eating I wouldn’t 
even qualify to be Scotty Pat- 
terson’s apprentice!” 

Runje says that he’s good 
mates with Patterson, the Hei- 
delberg striker. I hope so. 

He reckons that Stuart Ste- 
venson, also of Heidelberg, is a 
mate. In the next breath, 
Runje describes one of his in- 
troductions to the rigors of 
National League soccer: 

“Stuart gave me a few stud 
marks to take home with me.” 
Runje doesn’t mind. Au con- 
traire. He evens prefers it that 
way, reinforcing what every- 





pacus on Costa 


Costa Theodosopoulos, 22, midfielder with Victorian 
First Division pacesetter Melbourne: recently returned 
from an overseas trip and will be the subject of a feature 


in next week's 


“Soccer Action’’. 


Theodosopoulos is 


pictured (below) next to the team bus of Greek giant 
Panathinaikos and (above) flanked by Panathinaikos 
stars Mike Galakos nome and Spiros Livathinos. 
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one from time immemorial 
has said about the sanity of 
goalkeepers. 

“I've pot a lot of respect for 
the blokes that have a go. Joe 
Sweeney's one. He always 
challenges me in the air. Al- 
ways. There’s nothing wrong 
with that. [t keeps you on your 
toes.” 


These confident words never 
would have escaped from 


' Runje’s mouth a few years 


ago, indeed, he admits that he 
once was “a bit of a sook.”” 

“T used to take it and never 
give it back.”’ 

Until Runje saw his Spring- 
vale City team mate Bobby 
Malt break his leg badly. 

*“That gave me a hell of a 
jolt. 1 realised then that the 
only chance I'd have was if I 
went in hard.”’ 

He’s been going in hard 
ever since, aS most Southern 
Division opponents have found 
out this year, Runje's first in 
the NSL. 

It’s often stressed how im- 
portant chance is.ina player’s 
career. In Runje’s case, he has 
Harry Healey to thank for his 
success as a goalkeeper. 

“I joined Springvale when I 
Was about seven but I played 
out on the field at first. lwas a 
disaster. I kicked everything 
that moved, except the ball. 
Harry suggested that it it 
be safer for all concerned if I 
played in goal, sol did, and we 
got beat 15-0!’” 


Healey and a succession of 
other coaches at Springvale in- 
cluding Alan Hensley, Tim 
White and Ian Greener, per- 
severed, moulding Runje’s 
raw talent and always encour- 
aging him. And Springvale 
Stalwart, Peter Mur, also a 
goalkeeper, played his part. 
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ce i ja i 
@ Mirko Runje (right) assisting Australia’s under 16 goalkeeper, 


Corrado Nobile, during training. 





© The Victorian members of the Australian under 16 team during training. And anoth- 
er Runje fs involved, Mirko’s cousin Robert. From left Anthony Grbac, Paul Trimboli, 
Robert Runje {behind Trimboli}, Paul Cooper, Corrado Nobile, Stan Thodus. Australia’s 
first game in the World Under 16 Championship finals in China is against Argentina on 


Wednesday, July 31. 


“Peter and me used to train 
together and he was a big help, 
especially when things were 
going wrong and people were 
Saying that I shouldn’t be in 
the side.”’ 

Runje spent Il seasons with 
Springvale. He made his first 
team debut as a 15 year old in 
a-Second Division match 
against Heidelberg-Bundoora. 
Springvale won 7-0. Springvale 
and Runje haven't looked back 
since. The club is in State 
League for the first time in its 
history and Runje is off to 
Russia for a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience, after having eés- 
tablished himself in the NSL. 

But 1985 didn't start well for 
Runje. Croatia caretaker 
coach Miron Bleiburg would 
play Runje one week, then 
Zeljko Govic the next, in spite 


of their form. 
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“I won’t knock Miron. He’s 
a good bloke and he’s a pretty 
good coach too, but [ didn’t 
like me and Zeljko being 
switched about like that and 
neither did Zeljko. But I wore 
it. You’ve got to. You're just a 
player and the coach is paid to 
make selection decisions like 
that. When Dom Kapetanovic 
came, Zeljko was injured so I 
was back in and I’ve done al- 
right since. 

“To be honest, I was pretty 
shaky at first. 1 remember 
playing against Heidelberg 
and dropping everything under 
the sun, and crosses are one of 
my strong points. But I’ve 
grown in confidence over the 
weeks and Zeljko’s been a big 
help. We train really hard to- 
gether and we've struck up a 
great friendship. We're like 
brothers more than anything 
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The fall in erowde is due not to a 






forest of highly imaginative reasons 
touted by every self-interested party 
in sight, but to the most obvious 
reason of all: an alarming fall in play- 


ing standards. 


There is nothing really new 
in that. Standards have been 
falling, in tandem with attend- 
ances, for some 20 years. It’s 
just that the falls have been 
recognised only by a minority 
— especially among adminis- 
trators, the only people who 
could have done something 
about them. 

That perhaps is due to not 
atypical apathy. It is, ’'m sure 
most of our administrators 
would say, after all the players 
who play the game and it is the 
coaches who coach them. So 
what can we office boys do 
about how the game is played 
and how the players are coach- 
ed? 


That ap to be the irres- 
ponsible approach of FIFA too 
and I would concur most 
strongly with Franz Becken- 
bauer’s recent comments that 
improvements in the game’s 
entertainment value can and 
should be engineered from the 
administrative offices. 

And if that means changing 
some rules in the interests of 
the game’s survival, so be it. 

The other reason why we 
don’t see Australian adminis- 
traters rushing around 


crusading for improved stan- 
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dards has to do with publicity 
and their traditionally para- 
noid fear of slowing down the 
conversion to soccer of all 
these pagans who do not yet 
follow it. 

I mean, te go on a public 
campaign to improve stan- 
dards is to admit that the 
present standards are low. 
on that, folks, just ain’t good 
P 


In 25 years of observing 
soccer in this country, I am 
yet to hear one administrator 
grumble — even privately — 
about the standard of football. 

Some of them indeed hover 
precariously somewhere 
above Cloud Nine: grown men 
beHeving sincerely that our 
football is good enough to con- 
vert people away from the 
sports they grew up on 

One ar eenaet official some 
four years ago — when our 
standards were in fact higher 
than now — actually com- 
plained to me, asking why the 
SBS insists on showing “this 
Brazilian stuff and other rub- 
bish from overseas’’. 

I had to snatch out at a 
nearby iron railing to hold 
myself steady. 

Our officials were no better 
26 years ago. For if they were, 
much of the slump could have 
been avoided, or at least 
slowed down. 


While world football in gen- 
eral has become less enter- 
taining over those years — 
basically because of tactical) 
evolution — the causes here at 
home were far more obvious 
and spectacular. 

They began quite abruptly, 
circa 1963 when Australia was 
re-admitted to FIFA. Enticed 


by the “bargain” deals Aus- 
tralian clubs would get out of 
importing players from Brit- 
ain, a tidal wave of second- 
rate British players began to 
swamp Australian fields. 

And it wasn’t that they were 
British because Australia did 
have some excellent British 
imports before then. Like the 
magnificent Alick Jeffrey, for 
instance. 

It’s that they were second 
rate. In keeping with Austra- 
lia’s infamous immigration 
policy of the time, British mi- 
grants could come to Australia 
by forking out just 10 quid. 
Italian migrants, on the other 
hand, were only subsidised to 
half their air-fare. 

So, if you could find a Brit- 
ish player with some vague 
record of professional football 
behind him, and who was not 
good enough to have a transfer 
fee on his head, you could have 
him for 10 quid plus a signing- 
on fee. 

Now it wasn’t just the fat 
cheque-books of Prague and 
Hakoah which ruled the roost. 
Everyone could afford im- 
ports. 

In 1964, Leo Baumgartner 
and Mike Jurecki played for 
Australia against Everton, the 
first tourists following the 
FIFA amnesty. 

Just a couple of years later 
Stan Ackerly, Alan Marnoch 
and Danny Walsh — good 
players by today’s standards 

ut oh so dull compared to 
their predecessors — were the 
Socceroo kingpins. 

By the late ’6¢s the stylistic 

influence of these colourless, 


skill-less imports on Austral- 


else but we still compete hard. 
We both want our game.” 


Runje’s Russian jaunt is 
Croatia's loss, for he'll miss 
the final five series. Govic, of 
course, is an adequate replace- 
ment, judging by some of his 
displays in this year’s Buffalo 
Gold Cup at least, but can 
Croatia realise its ambition 
and become the champion side 
of 1985? 


“The talent is there for 
sure. It’s going to boil down to 
a question of spirit and charac- 
ter. We’ve had an up and down 
kind of year. We've fost a lot of 
unnecessary points. We've 
been controlling games but our 
finishing hasn’t been great. 
But no-one can say that we 
haven't got the ability on our 
day. We proved that against 
Hellas earlier in the season 





jan soccer was overwhelming 
and the trend was all but irre- 
versible. 

By then the problem was not 
just the quality of imports. 
Far bigger, it was that young 
Australian players would learn 
from and be influenced by 
them. 

And they were. 

In those years, as a zealous 
and idealistic youth, I remem- 
ber writing to mewspapers, 
moaning about the frightening 
trend and how it would kill the 
Australian game. 

None of those letters was 
published. None of the voices 
which may have cried similar 
cries of despair, was heard. 

But what can we, or at least 
our administrators, do about it 
now, if anything? 

In my viéw things can be 
done and indeed it’s never too 
late for trends in football to be 
corrected, adjusted or even re- 
versed by administrative engi- 


It would have to be a com- 
bination of legislative steps. 
But above all it would need 
vision and patience — a deing 
away with the fairy-tale 
dream that soccer will con- 
quer overnight, over-week or 
even over-year. 

Step 1: Adoption of a 
scheme that would encourage 
attacking play. Such as the 
three-points-for-a-win system 
that disgracefully was buried 
recently. And it should not be 
put on a one-year trial but a 1¢- 
year trial. 

Step 2: The game must be 
washed clean of its on-field 
thuggery and violence so 
players are given room and 
_ time to play the type of foot- 





when we beat them 2-1 at 
Middle Park.” 

Croatia almost snapped up 
Runje early last year but he'd 
been approached by hational 
youth coach Jimmy Shoulder 
to attend the institute of sport 
and accepted. He joined 
Croatia this year. On a free. 
What a bargain! 


The national youth squad 
will spend almost a fortnight 
in Zeist, at the headquarters of 
the Dutch national team. 
Runje spent three days at the 
complex last year with the in- 
Stitute of sport team and raves 
about it. 


“It's like a mini institute of 
sport. The facilities are world 
class, as professional as you 
could get. And the food's tops 
too. 


If the food this time isn't up 
to scratch and Runje’s bound- 
less appetite surfaces, he may 
be ingenious enough to conjure 
up a rabbit stew. 


“Yeah, there're all these 
rabbits running about the 
place and we tried to catch a 
few last year. Richard Bas- 
singthwaigte had got injured 
when we played Real Madrid 
in this tournament over there 
so we borrowed his crutches 
one evening and tried to catch 
a few rabbits. We didn’t get 
any though. They moved too 
fast." 

Aki Kotzamichalis, Runje's 
team mate at Croatia and 
Springvale, also is in the youth 
squad and Aki's a big, big boy. 
I haven't heard rumors about 
his eating capacity so I only 
can imagine. 


Now, if we can just turn Au- 
gZust’s tournament into the 
World SaUne Championship 
finals . 





ball that entertains. By all 


means Jet the referees do their 
job. They, too, are human and 
are entitled te their mistakes. 
But on-field thuggery ignored 
by referees still should be pun- 
ished, either on video evidence 
or evidence supplied by field 
inspectors. Offendin ne P players 
should be cited for bringing the 
game into disrepute. Farther, 
and I believe most import- 
antly, clubs should be penal- 
ieee by losses of points for a 
oF rate of bookings and send- 
ffs so the clubs and the 
coaehes will voluntarily dis- 
courage thuggery. 

Step 3: The import quotas 
should be relaxed to at least 
three visa players per team 
and then strictly policed. No 
three imports in the one team 
should hail from the same 
country and all three should be 
of proven class before arrival 
so there is guarantee that the 
Australian game will benefit. 

Step 4: In perhaps. the most 
iaipctnast step of all, and the 
one requiring most patience, 
the coaching set-up should be 
shifted 360 degrees to ensure 
that we educate young foot- 
ballers the right way. With the 
greatest respect to Britain and 
all that it has given to the foot- 
ball world, the coaches 
charged with fashioning our 
juniors should not be British. 
Or at least not ones with a 
British approach to football. 
And, far from inst being non- 
British, our coaches should be 
the major portion of any Aus- 
tralian soccer budget. We may 
not afford the Baumgartners, 
the Ninauses and the Jureckis 
7 longer. But a network of 

lied coaching missionaries 
headed by a Dettmar Cramer 
or a Joe Venglos we can and 
should afford. 

There are a zillion things in 
Australian soccer which could 
and should be improved. But I 
speak here only of im mproving 
the standard of footbal 

And until that improves, any 
other step is a mere re-arrang- 
ing of the deck-chairs. 
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NSL SOUTHERN DIVISION 
WOLF APt 


STH MELB HELLAS... 12 5 3 32 20 29 
B'WICK-JUVENTUS oo 115 4 32 18 27 
H'BERG-ALEXANDER............ccccecesceceseesers 86 5 27 16 24 
MELBHCROATIA 8.2 nc. Scick oe ecient 95 6 26 17 23 
PRESTON MAKEDONIA........................ 94 7 28 26 22 
Sun-George Cross .ccccccsccccccseccecsteceeseseeeee 76 7 21 21 20 
Brishane PLS 2 csccescccsessstesdveessecsossebensotavees 74 8 22 25 18 
Adel, C. Juventus..........:..:cccseecessveeeerees 6 4 10 28 34 16 
West Adel. Hellas ..0....0...0.00.0000cccccccee 6 4 10 23 33 16 
BrishanegCity cna. ise ee 64 9 24 35 16 
GreenzGully? vo..5.2.525-Bes ont 5 5 10 21 27 15 
Footscray JUS Tn nos eens ceeeieies 5 2 13 24 36 12 


NSL NORTHERN DIVISIO 
WODEFE A Pt 


SYDNEY CROATIA 0... cecccceeseceseeee 13 5 2 46 19 31 
SYD. CITY HAKOAH...........0cccccee 12 5 2 35 17 29 
MARCONI. ee Bae dechneens 11 6 3 4D 21 28 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC... 112 7 24 22 24 
ST GEO. BUDAPEST..........0.0.-0cc tn 77 6 30 24 21 
Cherra Olympians..............c0e.ecceseseeende 85 7 30 30 21 
Inter-Momato on... ...cccccccccceceseeecegeeeeeeseeneees 75 8 28 35 19 
BACK UOVII fences. Vocdsdcseafscdevssceecttesezessticeee 7 3 10 29 30 17 
APIA-Leichhardt .....000..0.0cc.cccececsceseeeeeteecees 6 1 12 19 32 13 
WVOHORQONG -.0..0:csc0s.seseccscovscececapdtersfeosecesoeg 45 11 25 45 13 
Premarathy ere ooe 5 oosakssscliicsscesscaieoteotteoetiseee has 3 5 11 20 28 12 
Newcastle-Rosebul.................cc:sssccsesersees 3 4 13 18 41 10 





locked on 14 


53. Egan (SMH). 

51 Yankos (H’b), 

46. Slater (St.G). 

45. Bundalo (W). 

43. Mason (Marc). 

41. Hamilton (BC). 

40. Crino (SMH). 

39. Ratcliffe (St.G), Max- 
well (ACJ); Stevenson 
(H'b). 

38. Hoare (Black), 

Biskic (M. Cr). 
37. Wheatley (Black). 


36. R. Brown (Marc), 
Dickson (W). 





Vedran Rozic of 
Sydney Croatia made a 
Strong surge into third 
place in the voting for 
the $1500 Boral Bricks 
Player of the Year 
award, but Graham Hon- 
eyman of West Adelaide 
remains the outright 
leader. 


The battle for the $1000 
Boral Bricks top scorer 
award is hotting up, with the 
lead shared by Charlie Egan 
















(SM-Hellas) and Jim 35. Bertogna (APIA), E. 
Patikas (Sydney Croatia), Campbell (BJ). 
STO Tue testis 34. Patikas (Syd Cr), J. 
getters: St LBL 
70. Honeyman (WAH). ewart(BL). 





33. Franken (Can), Odza- 
kov (S. Cr), Lucchesi (GG). 
32, Thamnidis (IM), McIn- 
tosh (M. Cr), Wade (BJ). 





56. Nyskohus (ACJ). 

55. Rozic (Syd Cr), 

54. Bryant (Can), Gomez 
CH). 
















BRISBANE CITY 0 PRESTON MAKEDONIA 0 at Spencer 
Crowd: 771. Ratngs by Ricky Rosso. 
BRISBANE CtTY< Wishart 7 —Archer 8, Wilkinson 7, Milovanovic 8, 
Bromfield 7 — Mengoti 5, Pimblett 8, Hamilton 8 --Fabrizio-6, Reis 7, 
Seriggins 4, (Glockner 78th). Coach: Tony Buesnel. 


“MAKEDONIA: Trainedes 8 — Opasinis 7, McMillan 8, Dobson 7, 
Heys 7 — Petrov 6. Dunn 8. ilioski 6, Cole 6 — Lane 8, Spink 8. Coach: 
Bilt Murray 

Best Sixtor Boral Bricks best player award: 6. Hamilton (BC), 5. Spink 
(PM) 4 Pimblett {8C), 3. Dunn (PM), 2. Archer (BC), 1 Lane (PM) 


WEST ADELAIDE HELLAS 2 (Genikas 35th, Panagis 88th) 
GREEN GULLY 0, at Hindmarsh Stadium. Crowd 1200. Ratings 
by Affan Crisp: 

WA-HELLAS: Crook 8 — MecGachey 8 — Hiern 7, Brown 8 — Mou- 
soulis 8, Genikas 9, Manou 7, Honeyman 8. Panagis 8 — Stamatelo- 
poulos 7, Price 8 Coach: Neil McGachey 

GREEN GULLY: Denys 7 — Young 8, Mclelland 7, Cannell 8; 
Hogben 7 — Cumming 8, Williams 8, Smallman 6, Gampbell 7 — Luc- 
chesi 7, Lewis 6. Coach: Steve Short. 

Best six for Boral Bricks Player of the Year award: 6. Genikas (WAH). 
5. Mousoulis (WAH), 4 Williams (GG), 3. Honeyman (WAH), 2. 
MeGachey (WAH) 1. Cumming (GG) 


FOOTSCRAY JUST 1 {Lujic 40th) ADELAIDE CITY JU- 
VENTUS 0 at Schintler Reserve. Crowd: About 800. Ratings by 
Ken Kontra. 

FOOTSCRAY JUST: Boland 7 — Barjaktarevic 6, McLeod 6, Kyriakoleas 
7. Karic 7 —Tapai 6, kodjo 6, Belic 6 — Carroll 5, (Lazopoulos 55th), 
Paton 5, Lujic 7. Coach: Rocco Ille. 

ADELAIDE CITY JUVENTUS: McNally 7 — Luongo 6, Flounders. 6, 
Nyskohus 7, Tobin 7 — Melta 7, McAdam 5 (Santrac 6 half time). 
Mullen 7, Maxwell 7 — Villani 7, Vidmar 7. Coach: Edmund Kreft. 

Best six for Boral Bricks Best Player of the Year award: &. Lujic (FJ), § 
Maxwell {AC}, 4. Karic (FJ), 3. Nyskohus (AC), 2. Belic (FU), 1. Vidmar 
(AC) 





PENRITH CITY 0, SYDNEY OLYMPIC 1 (Kalantzis 27) 
at Cook park. Crowd 1285. Ratings by Brad Earl. 


PENRITH CITY: Gibson 7 — Brogan 7, Ainsworth 7 (Toohey 91st), 
Campbell S. Cross — Wotherspoon 8, Hebb 5, Jackson 6, Hunter5 — 
Jones 6 Easthorpe 5 {Licata 74th). Coach: Willie Wallace. 

OLYMPIC: Meier 8 — Rogers 7, Ziras 9, Stankovic 6, Jennings - 
Johnson 5, Raskopoulos 6, Katholos 7 (Koussas 62nd —6),Ogun5 - 
Soper 7, Kalantzis 7. Coach: Manfred Schaefer. 

Best six for the Boral Bricks award: 6. Ziras (SO), 5 Campbell (P), 4 
Meier (SO), 3. Wotherspoon (P), 2. Soper (SO), 1. Brogan {P). 


APIA-LEICHHARDT 0, CANBERRA-OLYMPIANS 1 (Ser- 
manni 35th) at Lambert Park. Crowd 679. Ratings by Michael 
Mikolajezyk. 

APIA: Catlin 6 — Sterrey 6, Bertogna 7, Mariani 6 Brown 6 — 
Hamilton 5, Steven 6, McCulloch 6 — Caban 5 (Genovese 50th 5), 
McBride 4, Morsello 6. Coach: Fil Bottalico. ; 

CANBERRA: Franken 8 — Mihailidis 6, Jones 6, Burke 6, Bryant 6— 
Dunn 6, Byrne 6, Sermani.7, Gibson — Lamond 6, English 6. Coach: 
Roy Thompson. 

Boral Bricks best six. 6. Franken {C), 5. Bertogna {APIA}, 4. Sermanni 
{C} 3. Gibson (Cj). 2. Lamond (C}, 1. Catlin (APIA) 


SYDNEY CITY HAKOAH 2 (Farina 58th and 68th) NEW- 
CASTLE-ROSEBUD O at Sydney Athletic Field. Crowd: 1000. 
fatings by Peter Scott 


HAKOAH: Pezzano.7 — Cant 6, Robertson 7, Gomez 7, De Mariony 7 
~ Kay 6; Watson 7, P. Falconer — Farina 8 Kosmina6é, Lee 6 Acting 

oath! Mick Hickman 

NEWCASTLE-ROSEBUD: Gosling 8 — Jones 5. Boogaard 5, Milo 
seévic 6 Thompson 6 — Maier 6, McQuarrie 6 Owens 6 — Brandt 5 
Senkalski 5, Naumov 5 (Stewart 68th). Coach: Willie Gallagher 

Best six: 6. Faria (H). 5. Goshng (Ni, 4. De Matigny 3 Gomez 2 
Watson. 1 Robertson [ALL H) 





Egan, Patikas 





TWO DOWN IN NORTH? 


Footscray J.U.S.T. will take on Green 
Gully in their crucial relegation battle on Sun- 
day, without star midfielder Luka Bonacic 
who returns to Yugoslavis today (Wednesday) 
after havingplayed only four matches. 


Bonacic, formerly of Hajduk Split and VFL Bochum, was to 
‘have stayed at least until the end of the season, but a knee injury 
has prevented him from playingon. 

Although J.U.S.T. is confident he will return to the club next 
season, rumors were rife at Melbourne Croatia last Sunday that 
Croatia was trying to sign him for 1986. 

If J.U.S.T. beat Green Gully only one point will separate the 
two sides, with one round to go. In that final round, on August 18, 
after a two-week break for the international series, J.U.S.T. 
meets George Cross and Green Gully clashes with Makedonia. 

Green Gully needs one point from the remaining two matches 
to make sure of avoiding the drop, as it has a better goal differ- 
ence than J.U.S-T. ' - 

J.U.S.T. coach Rocco Ille has to decide whether to give Bill 
Lazopoulos a full game at the nse of Jamie Paton or Joe 
Carroll, while Green Gully coach Steve Short has Willie Vassallo, 
Ken Smart and Kevin Lloyd to consider. 

The match — at Green Gully Reserve, St. Albans — should be 
the highlight of the NSL reund- 

Two teams may be relegated from the Northern Division. New- 
castle-Rosebud, two points behind in last place and with a dam- 
ning goal difference, looks doomed and under relegation rules, 
would be replaced by a team from the Northern NSW Federation. 





We can help you build it. 


8. Farina (SCH), Smith 
(Mak), Lowe (Marc), Lewis 
(GG), Morgan (St. G), D. 


31. Budini (1M), Faulkner 
(SGC), R. Stewart (SGC). 


30. Ilioski (Mak), Kyria- Brown (SMH). 
paves (JUST), Gojevic (M. 7. Kosmina, Gomez 
, (SCH), Lujic (JUST), Zinni 
Top scorers: (BJ). 
14. Egan (SMH), Patikas 6. Reis (BC), Spink (Mak), 
(S. Cr). Jurin, Dragicevic (S. Xe 
te t. 
13. Arnold (S. Cr). Coane Cie) Slaten 


1]. Stevenson (H’b). 


10. Jankovics (Marc), 
Price (WAH). 


9. O'Connor (Black), R. 
Brown (Marc), Latif (SGC), 
Ward (M. Cr). 


5. Kalantzis, Provan (SO), 
Colagiuri (APIA), Lamond 
(Can), Lee (SCH), Cole 
(Mak), McKie (Black), 
Gray (APIA), Maxwell, Vil- 
lani (ASCJ), Tasios (H’'b), 
Petersen (BJ). ; 


SUNSHINE-GEORGE CROSS 3 (mitten 239th, 57th, Lauf 48th) 
BRISBANE LIONS 2(Wright 2nd, J Stewart 74th) at Chaplin Re- 
serve. Crowd: about 4,006. Ratings by Craig MacKenzie. 

SUNSHINE-GEORGE CROSS: Kastner 7 — James 8, Bennett 6, 
Richardson 6, Scerri 5 — Mitten 7, Faulkner 7, Maclaren 6, Bain 7 
Gilder 8, Latif 6. Coach: John Gardiner. 

BRISBANE LIONS: Evans 6 — D Hunter 7, Jackson 7, A Hunter 6, 
Niven 6 — Bassingthwaite 8, R Stewart 7, Ogden 6 {Daunt 86th) 
Anderson 6, J Stewart 8, Wright 8 Coach: Gordon Arrowsmith 

Best six for Boral Bricks Best Player of the Year award: 6 Gilder 
(SGC). 5. James (SGC). 4. J Stewart (Lions), 3. Wright (Lions), 2. Bas- 
singthwaite (Lions), 1. R Stewart (Lions) 


MELBOURNE CROATIA 7 (Ward 66th) SOUTH MELBOURNE 
HELLAS 7 (Egan 86th) at Olympic Park. Crowd about 3800. 
Ratings by Laurie Schwab: 

CROATIA: Runje 6 — Deankovic 8, Mcintosh 8, Antolovic 6, Hannah 
/ —Biskic 7, Curovic 9. Campbell 7 — Ljubic 6 (Curcio 75th), Ward 8, 
Markovac 6 (House 70th). Coach: Domagoj Kapetanovic 

HELLAS: Laumets.6 — Russell 8, McDowell 8, Blair 7, Postecoglou 8 

— Bozinovski 5, Halford 7. Crino 6 Vardaxis 5 (Kanesoulis 69th) — 
Brown 6, Egan 6. Coach: Len McKendry. 

Best six for Boral Bricks Best Player of the Year award. 6. Curovie (Cr}, 
5. Ward (Cr), 4 Russell (SMH), 3: McDowell (SMH), 2. Deankovic (Cr). 
1_ Postecogiou (SMH) 


HEIDELBERG-ALEXANDER 7 (Stevenson 42nd) BRUNS- 
WICK JUVENTUS 0 at Olympic Village. Attendance: 4000 (es- 
timate). Ratings by Pater Desira. 

HEIDELBERG: Olver 7 — McKie 7, Angele 8. Yankos 7, Marley7 — 
Christopoulos 6, Winn 9, Tsolakis 6 (Mextaxas 80th) — Tasios 6, Ste 
venson 6, Selemidis 7. Coach: Brian Garvey- ; 

BRUNSWICK JUVENTUS: Banovic 7 — Lewis 7, Brown 8, Dowie 8, 
Campbell 6 — Cullen 7, Wade 6. petersen 6. Incantalupo 6 — Zinni, 
Sweeney 7. Coach: John Margaritis 

Best six for Boral Bricks Player of the Year award: 6. Winn (H), 5 
Brown (BJ), 4. Angele (H), 3 Dowie (8J), 2. Cullen (NJ), 1. Olver (H) 


SYDNEY CROATIA 4 (Jurin 31, 35 (Pen) and 36 mins, Patikas 
86 min) BLACKTOWN 0O at Croatia Stadium. Crowd 4800. 
Ratings by Andraw Dette. 


SYDNEY CROATIA: Watson 8 — Clinch 6, Rozic 9, Vidaic 7, (A 
Kovacic 53 min) Basic 6 — Rezo 6, Savor 6 Odzakov 7, Jurin 9 (Dragi- 
cevic 66 min) — Arnold 6. Patikas 8. — Coach: Vedran Rozic 

BLACKTOWN: Hoare 7 — Daley 6. Poitner 6, Wheatley 8, Spanos 4 
(Larkin 46min) Selvage 7. Bradley 6 Bourke 7 — O'Connor 8, Thorn- 
waite 6, McKie 6 — Coach: Casey De Bruin 

Best six for Boral Bricks best player award 6. Rozic {SC}, 5. Jurin 
(SC), 4. O’Connor (8). 3. Watsen {SC}, 2. Wheatley {8B}, 1. Patikas (SC) 


INTER-MMONARO 7 (Carbone, &th minute) MARCONI 0 at 
Seiffert Oval. Crowd 907. Ratings by Peter Windsor: 


INTER-MONARO,: Hocking 8 — Tuilawa 8 Titilas, 7, Budini 7, Wil- 
liams 7 — Willox 7, Carbone 9, Ambrosino 7 — Walsh 6 (Santolin 
81st), Giampaolo 7. Brennan 7 (hamnidis 68th). Coach: Frank Mac- 
carone 

MARCON! McPherson7 — Rizotto 7 (Gunning 66th), Calderan 7, 
Henderson 7. Carter (sent off Sth). Tredinnick 8. Mason 7, Gray 7 — 
Jankovics 7 (Sharne 6th). Lowe 7. Brown 7. Coach: Les Scheinflug. 

Best six for Boral Brcks player of Year Award 6. Carbone (IM), 5 
Poor’ (IMAL 4. Tudewe (lA) 3. Tredinorck (Mi), 2. Titilas (1M), 1. Lowe 


WOLLONGONG 2 {Stefanovski 72nd., Willis pen., 80th} ST. 
GEORGE BUDAPEST 2 (Morgan 30th., Koczka 40th) at Wollon- 
gong Showgrounds. Crowd about 600. Ratings by Knut Werner: 


WOLLONGONG: Vexow 7 — Green 7. Willis 7. Viietstra 7, Gaffney 8 

— Dickson & (Kotamanaiss <Sth_ 7) Sundaio 7, Hristovski.6 — Godzik 
7. Brodnik 3. Merton 7 (Stefanovsxi 70th). Coach Adrian Alston. 

ST GEORGE BUDAPEST Greedy 7 — Skeen 7. Ratcliffe 8, M. 
O'Shea 7 Keoczea S — J O'Shea 7. Bazanic 6 (Stone 70th). Ricoy 6 
iPetkovse 70th) — Sleter 6 Morgan & Cotton 6. Coach: Frank Arok. 

Best sx for Boral Bricks Player of the Year award 6 Gaffney {W), 5 
Morgan (StG] 4 Srodmx (WWI 3 Koczka {Stg) 2 Ratchtfe (StG) 1 
Bundaio [¥/) : 






By LAURIE SCHWAB 


Penrith, Wollongong or APIA also would go down into the NSW 
State League. 

Penrith, which is in the most immediate danger, has little hope 
of beating Marconi, despite the suspension of Marconi right back 
Paul Carter. 

Similarly, Wollongong doesn’t look good against Canberra 
Olympians who are desperate for points in their quest to qualify 
for the finals. 

APIA, on the other hand, should gain at least a point against 
Blacktown, to save itself from the drop. 

Melbourne Croatia will have Steve Gojevic back for its clash 
with Juventus at Olympic ParkNo. 2 ground. while Juventus will 
be strengthened in midfield by Richard Miranda, who has com- 
pleted a two-match suspension. 

Croatia was stylish against Hellas and its tough defenders, 
Dave McIntosh and George Hannah, should keep the Juventus 
strikers at bay. It looks like a Croatia victory. or a draw. 

In the North, the big clashes are St. George — Sydney Hakoeah 
and Olympic — Croatia. 4 “ 

Hakoah, which plays its postponed match against APIA tonight 
(Wednesday), won’t find it easy against Saints, who have to keep 
winning to hold off Canberra’s challenge for fifth place. Croatia 
will find the going a little easier against Olympic. 

Neil McGachey, who returned to the playing field against 
Green Gully last Sunday, mayde so again against Makedonia at 
Connor Reserve. “With so many injuries, at West Adelaide, I 
thought I’d go in as sweeper to allow Graham Honeyman to play 
further forward, and it worked out weil. They’re all trying to get 
me to keep playing, but I’ll just wait and see,”” McGachey said. 


Weekend matches with likely winner in 
capitals: 
SATURDAY 


Newcastle-Rosebud viNTER MONARO at Adamstown Oval; 3 
pm. 


SUNDAY 


Grean Gully vy FOOTSCRAY. J.U.S.T. at Green Gully Reserve, 3 
pm. 

St. George Budapest v Sydney City Hakoah (draw) at St. 
George Stadium, 3 pm. 

Brunswick-Juventus v MELBOURNE CROATIA at Olympic 
Park No. 2, 3 pm. 

Sydney Olympic v SYDNEY CROATIA at Croatian Sports 
Centre, 3 pm. 

PRESTON-MAKEDONIA v West Adelaide Hellas at Connor 
Reserve, 3 pm. 

CANBERRA OLYMPIANS v Wollongong at Bruce Stadium, 3 
pm. 
SOUTH MELBOURNE HELLAS v Brisbane city at Middle Park, 
3 pm. 

Blacktown v APIA -Leichhardt (draw) at Gabbie Stadium, 3 
pm. 

Adelaide City Juvantus v. SUNSHINE-GEORGE CROSS at 
Olympic Sports Field, 2.30 pm. 

MARCONI v Penrith at Marconi Stadium, 3 pm. 

Brisbane Lions v HEIDELBERG ALEXANDER at Richlands, 3 
pm. 


Team of the Week 


In brackets: number of appearances in team of the week. 





FRANKEN (3) 
(Can. Olympians} 
ROZIC (6) 
(Syd. Croatia) 
ZIRAS (1) CAMPBELL (1) 
(Syd. Olympic) (Penrith) 

CARBONE (3) WINN (1) GENIKAS (1) CUROVIC (1) 
(Inter Monaro) _ (H’berg-Alex) (WA-Hellas) (Melb Croatia) 
FARINA (2) GILDER (2) JURIN (1) 

(Syd. £, Hakoah) (S. Geo. Cress) (Syd. Croatia) 





ll — till ttl i i et 


LUKA BONACIC GOES HOME, 





Youth 


Victorian Youth League: 
Frankston Pines 0 Green Gully 
4, Sunshine G-X. 0 Nunawa- 
ding city 1, Melb Croatia 1 Sth 
Melbourne 2, Heidelberg Utd 
1 B.U.. Juventus 1, Croydon 
City 0 Praston 0. 


YOUTH STANDINGS 

WD LF AP 
SM-Hellas 143 3 42 20 31 
Juventus 18 8 2 63 22 28 
Heidelberg... +. 13 2 5S 70 31 28 
Melb Croatia 115 4 43 15 27 
Makedonia 10 6 4 41 23 26 
Green Gully 102 8 St 26 22 
Foots JUST 93 7 37 35 21 
Nunawading Cy 65 9 21 49 17 
Geo. Cross 6 4 10 37 29 16 
Fawkner 331321 64 9 
Croydon Cy .231515 70 ? 
Frank Pines 22 16 22 78 6 


This Sundays youth games: 

Preston Makedonisa v Frankston 
Pines; Green Gully v Footscray 
JU.S-T.; Brunswick Juventus v 
Melbourne Croatia; South Mel- 
bourne Hellas v Croydon; Faw- 
kner v Sunshine-George Cross; 
Nunawading City v Heidelberg 
United. 


NATIONAL 
YOUTH LEAGUE 


Canberra 3 d AtS 2, AIS 6 d 
Leichhardt 1, Canberra 1 d Leich- 
hardt O, Penrith 3 d Olympic 0, 
Wollongong 2 d St George 1, 
Inter Monaro 2 d Marconi 1, 
Croatia 7 drew with Blacktown 1. 

Points: Canberra 31, Wollon 
gong 29, AIS 22, Sydney City 21. 
Newcastle 21, St George 20, 
Leichhardt 19, Inter Monaro 19, 
Marconi 16, Croatia 16, Black- 
town 15, Olympic 15, Penrith 14. 


VSF Travel 


The VSF Travel Club, in 
association with Ametco 
Travel, provides a trip to 
Europe flying Thai Inter- 
national to the top scorer 
in the NSL Southern Divi- 
sion. 

Leaders: 

14. Egan (SMR). 

11. Stevenson (H’b). 

10. Price (WAH). 

Gai Latif (SGC), Ward (M. 


). 

8. Smith (Mak), Lewis 
(GG), D. Brown (SMH). 

7. Lujic (JUST), Zinni (BJ). 

6. Reis (BC), Spink (Mak). 

5. Cole (Mak), Maxwell, Vil- 
lani (ACJ), Tasios (H’b), Pe- 
tersen (BJ). 

4. Hamilton (BC), Lane 
(Mak), Lucchesi (GG), Belic 
(JUST), Northcote (ACJ), 
House (M. Gr), Ljubic (M. 
Cr), Cullen (BJ). 


NSL UNDER 21 PLAYER OF THE YEAR AWARD 
$500 to the winner 


Leaders: 

47. A. Hunter (BL). 
46. Slater (St. G). 
45. Bundato {W). 
39. Maxwell (ACJ). 
36. Dickson (W) 

33. Franken {Can). 
31. R. Stewart (BL). 


30. Gojevic (WM. Cr}. 
29. 
(SCH). 

28. Koczka (St. G). 


23. Runje (M. Cr}. 
22. Kalantzis (SO). 


Tapas (JUST), Farina 


26. Traianedes (Mak) 





J(L\Medibank 
“fF - Private 


NATIONAL LEAGUE BEST GOALKEEPER AWARD 
$250 TO THE WINNER 


Leaders: 

38. Hoare (Black). 

33. Frankan (Can). 

29. Greedy (St. G), Hocking 
(iMA}. 

28. Gibson (PI. 

26. Traianedes (Makj, Kas- 
tner (SGC). 


Cr}. 


23. Wishart (BC}, Runje (M. 


20, Olver (H‘b). 
17. Denys (G), Evans (BL}. 
16. Meier (SO) 
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WA Hellas 2 
Green Gully 0 


Scorers: Genitkas 365th, 
Panagis 88th 

Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium. 
Keferee: Tony Martell 7. Ca- 
utions: Honeyman, McGa- 
chey, Mousoulis. {WAH}. 


The real West Adelaide 
Hellas stood up to be 
counted at Hindmarsh Sta- 
dium last Sunday when it 
downed Green Gully Ajax 
2-8. 

And the man at the head of 
the Hellas revival was none 
other than coach — turned 
player-coach Neil McGachey, 
who made a surprise decision 
to make a comeback to the 
NSL scene. 

McGachey retired as a 
player at the end of last sea- 
son, but came off the coaches’ 
bench on Sunday to relieve 4 
squad badly depleted by in- 
juries and departures. 

Hellas’s pride was severely 
dented a fortnight ago when it 
was humiliated 5-1 by bottom 
team Footscray. 


After that game scribes 
struggled to find three Hellas 
players deserving of votes in 
the various best player 
awards. 


It was a very different set of 
circumstances this time as it 
was clearly a case of all play- 
ing well for Hellas against 
Green Gully. 


All concerned in the Foot- 
scray fiasco were clearly ash- 
amed, but pride was restored 
with a vengeance as Hellas 
belted its way back onto the 
victory trail. 


MecGachey slotted into the 
sweeper spot to allow Graham 
Honeyman to play in the mid- 
field. The ploy worked, but 
McGachey then switched his 
captain up front to partner 
Gary Price in the second half. 


Solidly built midfielder 
Mike Genikas put Hellas in 
charge on the scoreboard 10 
minutes before half-time when 
he expertly first-timed a John 
Panagis corner past Lou 
Denys in the Gully goal. 


Youth Socceroo Panagis 
made it 2-6 two minutes from 
full-time when he latched onto 
arebound after Honeyman had 
chipped a cross over from the 
left flank that boggled against 
several boots and legs before 
Panagis shoved the ball home. 


Gully fought desperately for 
the entire 90 minutes with Jim 
Wiliams, Tommy Cumming, 
Stuart Cannell and Claude Luc- 
chesi the ringleaders. 


But whenever Gully got set 
for a shot on goal it was denied 
by a back-in-form Martyn 
Crook, who was well below his 
best the previous week be- 
cause of influenza. 
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© Green Gully striker Claude Lucchesi lashes at goal, 
with David Smaliiman in the background, but the West 
Adelaide Hellas defence, led by Neil McGachey, could 
not be penetrated. Pictures by FRANK HOBB. 


nw alfisae 


Allan Crisp 





Hellas lost Brenton Hiern 
and Gary Price through injury 
in the final two minutes, but 
neither is expected to be miss- 
ing from Sunday’s away match 
with Preston. 


And that’s just as well, be- 
cause Hellas last week added 
Steve Atsalas to its list of 
players sidelined through in- 
jury. 

Atsalas had an operation to 


remove a cartilage and may 
have to face further surgery to 





completely reconstruct his 
knee. 

Striker George Konstando- 
poulos also had an operation 
last week on his Achilles heel 
and like Atsalas will miss the 
rest of the season. 

Earlier this year Hellas lost 
goalkeeper Gary Sproul (knee) 
and has lost Ian McGregor to 
Port Pirie and Alan Scott, who 
went overseas to see his ailing 
grandfather. 

' Scott could be back for Sun- 
day’s game, but McGachey 
said he was at the mercy of 
overseas airline schedules. 





Lujic shows 
Juventus 
how it's done 


TS Kontra 
Footscray JUST 1 
AC Juventus 0 

Scorer: Lujic 40th 

Venue: Schintler Reserve 

Crowd: About 800 

Yellow Card: Flounders 
(AC) 

Referee: Tim Davies & 

Footscray JUST is still 
hanging in there but as 
Branko Buljevic said after 
the match: ‘Sometimes 
you play well and lose, 
sometimes you don’t play 
so well but luck is on your 
side!” 

Certainly, Adelaide Ju- 
ventus had most of the chances 
in this match. 

They controlled the mid- 
field, particularly in the 
second half, and only its impo- 
tence in front of goal pre- 
vented it from settling the re- 
legation issue once and for all. 

However, as it turned out, 
JUST lives to fight another 
day, and following the loss of 
Green Gully against West Ad- 
elaide, the relegation battle 
continues next week when the 
two candidates meet head on. 

JUST, three points adrift, 
has nothing to lose, so theo- 
retically the pressure will be 
on Green Gully. Of course 
three points and an inferior 
goal difference is not an easy 
handicap to overcome in two 
games, but while it’s math- 
ematically still possible to es- 
cape, JUST is unlikely to give 
u 





Pp. 
Back to the match at hand. I 


Man of : 
the match: 


ZDRAVKO LUJIC 


(Footscray JUST) 





have seen Adelaide Juventus 
on a few occasions this year, 
and have always been impres- 
sed with its style and attrac- 
tive skilful, short passing 


ame. 

If it only had more bite in 
front of goal, I am sure it 
would be right up there with 
the leaders, but as it is, all the 
good work is to no avail unless 
you can capitalise on the 
chances created. 

In the finishing department, 
Juventus would have to be one 
of the most frustrating teams 
to watch! 

At the end of the match, Ad- 
elaide Juventus’s coach 
Edmund Kreft was shaking his 
head in disbelief. According to 
Kreft, Juventus outplayed the 
home team in all departments 
for most of the match, created 
enough chances to win two 
games and yet had nothing to 
show for it-at the end of the 90 
minutes. JUST had one chance 
and took the two points! 

Kreft also said, that the 
problem is the lack of ex- 
perienced players in his squad. 
Adelaide Juventus has not 
spent a lot of money on the 
transfer market — con- 
centrating on bringing up 
youngsters through the ranks, 
and while this policy is pro- 
gressing well, there is a price 
to pay as it takes experienced 
players to win matches and 
subsequently championships. 
Very true indeed! 

Mind you, three of Adelaide 
Juventus’s chances were easy 
enough for a junior player to 
convert, so the “lack of ex- 
perience”’ did not come in to it. 
Lack of concentration and 
killer instinct are the reasons 
that come to mind! 


SAINT'S CHANGES HELP W GE VES 


Wollongong 2 
St. George 2 


Scorers: Stefanovski 72nd, 
Willis pen 80th (VW); Morgan 
30th, Koczka 40th (St.G). 

Venue: Wollongong Show- 
grounds. 

Crowd: about 600. 

Referee: Ken Small 6. 

Cautions: M. O’Shea (St.G}, 
Hristovski (W): 


Wollongong eased its re- 
legation worries with this 


2-2 result. 


Midway through the second 
half St George appeared to be 
coasting with a comfortable 
2-0 lead. 


But then Saints’ coach 
Frank Arok used two replace- 
ments — Peter Stone for 
Pedro Ricoy and Peter Pet- 
kovski for Vic Bozanic — and 
the cohesion of his side 
seemed to deteriorate. 


© Man of the nietch Mike Genikas lcantral hammers omer one of West Adelaide’ s 


Wollongong reacted by pull- 
ing a goal back almost im- 
mediately through replace- 
ment Rade Stefanovski, who 
scored from a Bernie Godzic 
corner. 

Young Wollongong striker 
Pat Brodnik was then flat- 
tened in the goalmouth and 
referee Ken Small had no he- 
Sitation in awarding a penalty. 

Peter Willis converted the 
spot kick, but Small ordered 
that it be retaken as Stefa- 
novski had encroached in the 
area as the kick was taken. 

Willis kept calm and made 
no mistake with his second 
kick. 

St George's first goal didn’t 
come until the 42nd minute, 
when English striker Trevor 
Morgan found the net with an 
angled shot from 15 metres. 

Right on half time Wollon- 
gong goalkeeper Kiri Velkov 
made a mistake which allowed 
Andy Koczka to grab number 
two: 





two goals against Green Guily at Hindmarsh Stadium. Others pictured, from feft David 
Hogben, Steve McLetland, Andrew Young, Stuart Cannell and Graham Honeyman. 





WANTED: Referees 


Any person interested in becoming a 
referee should contact 


THE VICTORIAN SOCCER 
FEDERATION 


537 2533 (4 lines) Sam to 5pm Mon-Fri 







Velkov made an unsuccess- 
ful attempt to punch the ball 
clear, but Koczka was able to 
score from close range. 


St George coach Arok did 
not comment on his team’s 
lapse, leaving the ground 
almost immediately after the 
final whistle. 

In the other dressing room, 
Wollongong coach Adrian 
Alston said the point could 
easily be the deciding factor in 
Wollongong’s bid fo stay in the 
National! League. 





“In the end we could easily 
have taken both points and the 
boys are now really confident 
they will stay in,”’ Alston said, 





> © Adelaide Juventus striker Charley Villani (right) and 
Footscray J.U.S.T. defender Don Macleod contest in the 
air. Pictures by LES SHORROCK. 


Steve Maxwell who — apart 
from the two glaring misses — 
had an excellent game, was 
the main offender. In the 22nd 
minute, Juventus put together 
severa) passes inside the pen- 
alty area, complet mes- 
merising the JUST defence. 

The final pass found Max- 
well about five meters from 
goal at a slight angle. With the 
goal at his mercy, he put his 
shot wide. of the upright. 

Half way through the second 
half, Aurelio Vidmar crossed 
the ball to the far post, and 
Maxwell headed wide from one 
metre! 

The third miss came 10 


minutes from the end of the 
match. Young Vidmar 
crossed, and Charlie Villani 
had a ‘free’ header from five 
metres straight in front of 
goal. He headed it down but 
did not place it well enough, 
and Dennis Boland had no dif- 
ficulty in saving. 

The all-important goal came 
in the 4@th minute. Vlatko 
Belic ‘‘stole”’ the ball in the 
middie of the park, released 
Zdravko- Lujic on the left. 
Lujic outsped Emie Luongo 
and planted the ball in the back 
of the net under the body of the 
diving goalkeeper, Willie 
MeNally. 





e Footer JSU_S.T. midfielders “Jadranko Kodo 


(front) and Viatko Belic 


— they'll be involved in the 


crucial relegation battle against Green Gully at St Albans 


on Sunday. 


FORGET FINALS — TOP TEAM 
SHOULD GET THE TITLE 


Heidelberg 1 
BU-Juventus 0 


Scorer: Stevenson 42nd. 
Venue: Olympic Village 
Referee: Richard Lorenc 
(NSW) 5. 
Cautions: 
Sweeney. 


Winn, Lewis, 


This defeat probably 
blew away Juventus’ hopes 
of clinching top place in 
the finals. 

But the way the NSL oper- 
ates no one seems to be attach- 
ing much importance to the 
order in which teams finish as 
long as they make the top five. 

It's a real shame that the 
championship is reduced to a 
footie-like lottery of finals 
where any team that hits form 
in that particular three-week 
spell can finish up as Austral- 
ian champion. 

It takes credibility away 
from a game that has estab- 
lished its tradition on deciding 
championships at the end of a 
proper home and away league 
over 22 rounds. 


Sure, have a top five com- 
petition if it does attract the 
crowds but make it a separate 
competition and keep the 
league title as the top honor. 


But as it was, last Sunday’s 
game was shrugged off by Ju- 
ventus coach John Margaritis 
as one in which Juve played 
well but did not convert its 
chances. 

“I’m not disappointed,”’ he 
said. 

“I'm confident that if we 
play them in the finals, we'll 
beat them,’’ he said. 

The match came from a 
dubious free kick awarded by 
Sydney referee Richard 
Lorenc when Peter Tsolakis, 


Feter Desira 





Lewis, appeared to trip over 
the ball. 

Tsolakis himself swung the 
free kick over, Theo Selemidis 
got up well to head goalwards, 
forcing Yakka Banovic to fly 
across goal to party. Stuart 
Stevenson was on hand to 
bundle the loose ball over the 
goal line. 

Margaritis refused to blame 
the referee for the goal, saying 
instead that his defenders 
should not have allowed Sele- 
midis to get up and meet the 
free kick unchallenged. 

But Peter Lewis who came 
in for a lot of attention from 
the referee and after getting 
booked for making too much 
ground when taking a throw- 
in, turned to the makeshift 
press box (four chairs on the 
touchline) and told reporters: 
“Why don’t you write some- 
thing about the (expletive 
deleted) referees?”’ 

The goal that Heidelberg 
scored came after Juve had 
missed the best chance of the 
game, when Mike Petersen 
pushed a through bal! for 
Andrew Zinni in the clear but 
Zinni’s attempted lob over ad- 
vancing Jeff Olver was too low 
and allowed the keeper to- 
make a good save 

The Stevenson goal changed 
the complexion of the game 
and we were treated to an ab- 
sorbing second half in which 
Juventus forced all the pres- 
sure despite playing into a 





Juve’s dominance is reflect- 
ed in the corner tally of 11 
against 2 for the game overall 
but for all the pressure Juve 
did not create clear-cut scor- 
ing chances and it was Heidel- 
berg which really had the op- 
portunity to add to the score- 
line a minute from time when 
Selemidis got up to meet Steve 
Marley’s cross from the left 
wing and headed past Banovic 
only to see the ball bounce to 
safety off the crossbar. 

‘‘We probably played better 
last week (against Hellas) but 
didn’t get anything out of that 
game,’’ Heidelberg coack 
Brian Garvey said. 

“But we played well enough 
in the first half and got the 
goal. Juventus then had to put 
on the pressure in the second 
half and I thought we defended 
well.”’ 

Garvey disagreed with Mar- 
garitis about the better team 
losing. 

“I don’t think they played 
that well. We would want to 
play better in the finals but 
I'm sure they would too.” 

Garvey pas the per- 
formance of Steve Winn, who 
dominated in the central mid- 
field role and reduced Mike 
Petersen to one of his poorest 
games of the season. 

“Steve is providing all the 
bite we lacked in midfield. We 
have got the creative players 
but missed a real ball winner. 
There weren’t too many chal- 
lenges he went in for and didnt 


The pressing by Juventus in 
the second half started in the 
49th minute, with Fab In- 
cantalupo’s corner causing an 
almighty scramble in the six- 
yard box where Paul Wade's 
shot was cleared off the line. 

In the 69th minute Joe 
Sweeney swung over a cross 
from the right which Zinni 
headed just over the bar. 

Heidelberg hit back with a 
25-metre shot from Tsolakis 
which forced Banovic (facing 
the sun) to tip over the bar. 

Back at the other end, it was 
Olver's turn to save Heidel- 
berg, as he deflected Zinnis 
shot for a corner, following a 
low centre from Robert 
Cullen. 

Then Petersen put Cullen 
through for a shot over the bar 
before Incantalupo tried a 
spectacular overhead kick 
which Olver again saved. 

From another Incantalupo 
corner Sweeney had a Shot 
blocked before Heidelberg 
created that Selemidis chance 
in the final minute. 
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‘CROSS MAY NOT MAKE FINALS BUT. 


Gilder makes 
nis mark 


miromcrey gee NON OANA Nett, ane ~ 


captines the moment of despair then jay for George Cross mid- 
fielder Noel Mitten as Brisbane Lions goalie Wayne Evans saves 
Mittean’s penalty onty to have the former Irish youth international 
pounce on the rebound and drill it into the roof of the net with 
Lions sweeper Steve Jackson trying to come to Evans’ aid at 


Chaplin Reserve. 


APIA's on the = 


Mick Mikolajczyk 


APIA 0 
Canberra 1 


Scorer: Sermanmni, 35th. 

Venue: Lambert Pari. 

Crowd: 679. 

Cautions: Catlin (APIA), 
English (Can). 

Referee: Dean Montaverde 
(Brish} 7. 


An ever dwindling band 
of loyal APIA supporters 


snifered through another 
traumatic episode of lack- 
lustre football as the home 
side stumbled to defeat, 
this time to an ordinary 
Canberra team. 

APIA's probiems continue 
and the lack of form by so 
many players is alarming. 

The home side had trouble 
stringing even a few passes to- 
gether. The defence was hesi- 
tant and generously allowed 
Tom Sermanni to nip in to 
score in the 35th minute after 
Manis Lamond had made a 
crisp break. 

APIA’s midfield was sadly 
6ut of touch und the forward 
line was So erratic it mide 
Canberra's shaky dcfence [bok 
Pea cncatybe 

Canberra didat fare much 
La liar 


Indeed goalkeeper Tony 
Franken pulle doff two superb 
saves shortly after half time to 
thwart Jim McBride and re- 
placement forward Tony Gen- 
ovese, 

The only time Franken was 
beaten, fullback John Michai- 
lidis brought up chalk as he 
slid to clear Tony Morsello’s 
shot off the line. 

On the other hand, Can- 
berra was unlucky twice 

Five minutes from half 
time, Lamond sent.a low cross 
to unmarked Tommy English 
who somehow side-footed past 
the past from three metres. 

And in the 80th minute, 
APIA keeper Rob Catiin 
rushed out to break up a dan- 
gerous attack. He punched the 
ball outside the penalty area, 
giving away a free kick and in 
the process earned a yellow 
card. 

While the wall lined up, 
Steve Bryant took the kick and 
got the ball into the net. The 
referee, Dean Monteverde 
from Brisbane, blew his 
whistle for what seemed a goal 
and the Canberra players jubi- 
lantly mobbed Steve Bryant. 

However, the referee was 
not Signalling a goal but a 
retake because he had not 
#iven the signal for the initial 
irce kick to be taken. A des 
pondent Bryant swept his next 
attempt linh over the bar. 











George Cross 3 


Bris. Lions 2 
Scorers: Mitten 29th, 57th, 
Latif 48th (GC); Wright 2nd, J. 
Stewart 74th (BL). 
Venue: Chaplin Reserve. 
Crowd: about 1,000. 
Referee: Chris Bambridge 8. 


There’s nothing more 
certain than that 1985 has 
$éen Carl Gilder at long 
last establish himself as 
one of the finest target 
men in National League 
soccer. . 

Lions stopper Alan Hunter 
found that out last Sunday but 
Hunter, as with every NSL 
stopper, has little to be des- 
pondent about because the 
plain truth is that if you play 
the ball into Gilder’s feet it's 
dust about impossible to rob 


eth was a thoroughly enter- 
taining game. Not just because 
there were five goals scored 
but because there were many 
chances created and there 
were some fine interpassing 
Passages of play. There also 
were quite a few occasions 
when both sides gave the ball 
away inside their defensive 
thirds of the field, meaning 
that hearts were firmly em- 
bedded in mouths and the last 
30 minutes frayed the nerve 
ends of most George Cross 
supporters. 

Lidns’ early opening goal 


came from striker Danny 


Wright A long punt downfield 
by Lions goalie Wayne Evans 
Saw the ball allowed to bounce, 
forcing Steve Richardson to 
challenge for it in the air with 
John Stewart backing into 
him. Consequently, Richard- 
son was unable to effect a good 


_ clearing header and Wright un- 


leashed a screamer, volleying 
into the far corner from out- 
Side the area 

Lions put Cross under the 
hammer early, without creat- 
ing clear cut chances and when 
Cross finally threw off the 
shackles and mounted its first 
effective forward thrust, it 
Jevelled. 

In the 29th minute, Don 
Maclaren knocked the ball for- 
ward to Ossie Latif who got 
clear of David Hunter only to 
be decked by Evans just inside 
the area. Referee Chris Bam- 
bridge pointed to the penalty 
spot and up strode Noel Mit- 
ten, yet to miss a penalty in 
competitive soccer. 

That record was blemished 
when Evans saved Mitten’s at- 
tempt but Mitten pounced on 
the rebound, steadied, then 
drilled it into the roof of the 
net from close range. 

Three minutes later Latif 
Scored a fine goal only to be 
ruled offside. Maclaren 
crossed from the right, Gilder 
headed down and Latif swivel- 
led around and struck a low 
shot into the far corner. 

A minute later and it was 
Lions’ turn. John Stewart 
drove the ball across from the 
right, it was touched on, and 
{ou Kastner reacted well and 
bravely at the far post to dive 
down and touch the ball wide, 
just in front of the lunging boot 
of Clarke Anderson. 


Cross should have gone _ 


ahead in the 42nd minute. 
Tyrone James played the ball 
down the right to Mitten who 
got clear of Alan Niven then 
drove over a superb far post 
cross. Roger Bain charged in 
and headed well but David 
Hunter was on hand to thump 
the ball clear with Evans beat- 


Three minutes into the 
second half, Cross finally took 
the lead. Jeff Faulkner cut the 
ball back from the right to 
Maclaren who steadied then 
miscued his shot. Gilder was 
about to pounce but was 
beaten to the ball by Latif who 
turned and thumped a low, left 
foot shot past Evans from 
eight metres 

A minute later, Latif un- 
leashed one of his specials. He 
was at least 25 metres out and 
although his shot went straight 
to Evans it slipped out of his 
hands. Thankfully for Lions, 
the ball lobbed gently over the 
bar. 

Another minute passed and 
again Evans was in the thick of 
the action, this time doing 
really well to parry and crack- 
ing 20 metre drive from Bain 

Mitten made it 3-1 in the 
s7th minute and Lions looked 
finished. Latif sent his corner 
toward the far post where 
Richardson won it weil in the 
ar, heading down, and Mitien, 
on ihe (ura, hooked the ball 
tuto the roof of the net from 
Totes sheires 


Pooh ee es eedeseuwb fee fees 





Craig Mackenzie 





down. They came storming 
back and had two good chances 
to score before the Stewart 
brothers combined in the 74th 
minute to make it 3-2. 


In the 69th minute Kastner 
missed with an attempted 
clearing punch but Wright's 
header was wide. A minute 
later, Wright made a good run 
through the centre then knock- 
ed a superb 10 metre through 
ball to Richard Bassingth- 
waite who should at least have 
got his shot on target. Instead, 
he shot wide from 10 metres 
with just Kastner confronting 
him. 

Then Russell Stewart laid 
the ball into the path of broth- 
er John who struck a firm, low 
shot past Kastner despite the 
Cross custodian getting a hand 
to Aes ball. 


elt Lions' pressure fn 
bare of the equatiser, 
George Cross had the best 
chances of the last 10 minutes, 
thanks to Gilder who robbed, 
in turn, Alan Hunter and Steve 
Jackson. 

From a Victorian viewpoint, 
Lions are the pick of the inter- 
State sides. Adelaide City Ju- 
ventus plays some tremendous 
interpassing soccer but can be 
annoyingly indirect and 
there's little point to having 
possession if you don’t get for- 
ward. West Adelaide Hellas 
can be diabolical at the back 
without Graham Honeyman, 
and Brisbane City, well, it 
certainly provides thrilis and 
spills, for if it’s not creating 
chances up front it certainly 
creates them for opponents at 
Se back. 


rge Cross may not finish 
in he ive. Big deal. What 2 
tremendous year the club is 
having. Full credit to the play- 
ing and coaching staff at Chap- 
lin Reserve and while I’m 
handing out plaudits, here’s 
one for the George Cross fans. 
This often maligned group of 
sometimes frenzied fanatics 
contains a sizeable core of un- 
shakeable loyalty. When 
George Cross langttished at 
the foot of the Southern Divi- 
sion last year, when Sunday 
afternoons at Chaplin Reserve 
was regarded as the pits 
among a group commonly re- 
garded as the pits — the soccer 
press — George Cross fans 
paid their money and watched 
their team playing. 






Steve O’ Connor 


$250 fine 


for Steve 
O'Connor 


THE NSL dis- 
ciplinary committee 
has broken new 
ground by fining 
Sydney Hakoah stop- 
per Steve O’Connor 
$250 for allegedly 
habitually breaking 
the rules of the game. 


O’Connor had been sent off 
by referee Don Campbell 
against Marconi for persistent 
misconduct after being ca- 
utioned, leading to an auto- 
matic one-match suspension. 

But committee chairman 
Donald Morrison noted O’Con- 
nor had accumulated 11 sus- 
pensions totalling 14 weeks in 
penalties, over the past three 
years. 


“Continually breaking the 
laws brings the game into dis- 
repute and players must be 
discouraged from taking these 
actions,”’ Morrison said. 

“The $250 fine stands as a 
warning to O’Connor and 
others that we will not tolerate 
players consistently breaching 
the laws.” 


Meanwhile, Hakoah secured 
a reduction of utility man 
Gerry Gomez’s penalty and he 
played against Newcastle at 
Sydney Athletic field last Sun- 
day: 

Gomez and Sydney Olym- 
pic’s striker Marshall Soper 
appealed against the two-week 
suspensions and $1,000 fines 
impesed following their send- 
offs in the riot-marred Olym- 
pic-Sydney. Hakoah game at 
Pratten Park. 

They went before the 
Appeats tribunal and both pen- 
alties were halved to one-week 
Suspensions and a $500 fine, 

ing them eligible for last 
Sunday’s round. 

In other news, no decision 
was handed down on APIAs 
appeal against Marconi play- 
ing Tony Henderson. 

Henderson incurred penalty 
points on the Saturday and 
then played on the Sunday as 
his club had not been officially 
advised that he had acceded 
the 12 points that brings a one- 
match stand-down. 


You can’t keep a 
good Scot down 


Ricky Rosso 





Brisbane City 0 
Makedonia 0 


Venue: Spencer Park 
Crowd: 777 

Cautions: McWVillan (PM) 
Referee: Jim Reeves &. 


Brisbane City coach Jim 
Hermiston may have been 
‘confined to bed last week- 
end but he still monitored 
his team’s progress 
against Makedonia. 


Club secretary Sue Conti 
zave Hermiston several tele- 
yhone reports during the 
natch, and the Scotsman even 
recommended a second half 
substitution. But stand-in 
zoach Tony Buesnel, the City 
“eserve team coach, already 
vad assessed the situation and 
aad Stephen Glockner warm- 
ing up to replace Lee Scriggins 
when the message was passed 
to the bench 

Hermiston is thought to 
have glandular fever, com- 
plicated by a bout of flu. He 
was ordered by a doctor to 
stay in bed 

Had he made it to the game 
t would hardly have done his 
health any good to see the 
match-winning chances squan- 
dered by his team 

Three tumesS young striker 


Imiane Pabroivio used his 
euses wel Bow bie weedy there AA -ebrens De uevece 


- BOBBY HAMITON 
(Bris City) 





defence. But on all occasions 
he was unable to finish the 
move. 

Apart from a Spink deflec- 
tion over the bar, one of Fabr- 
izio's breaks had been the best 
scoring chance of the match. 
That was until a minute before 
the interval when Spink hit a 
blistering shot after being set 
up by Con Opasinis. 

But City keeper Kim Wish- 
art, so soundly criticised in 
Melbourne last week, was at 
his best to not only get to the 
shot, but hold it as weil. 


Bobby Hamilton, whose 
work-rate and vision in mid- 
field was not capitalised upon 
by his teammates, put Fabr- 
izio through but Traianedes 
saved well with his legs. 


The Brisbane heat proved to 
be a telling factor on the 
Makedonia side and after it 
dominated possession in the 
first period, City took control 
in the second. 

But in a breakaway, Sean 
Lane was felled outside the 
box. From the kick, his shot 
rebounded around in the box 
and had just fallen for Spink, 
with an open goal in front of 
him, when the whistle went for 
offside 

Lane then cracked a 40 
metre shot from the left with 
four minutes to go and caught 
Wishart by surprise. The 
effort hit the underside of the 
Srossbar and rebounded for 
Zoran [fioski, but his shot was 
blocked and Wishart picked up 
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Peter Scott 


Hakoah 2 
Newcastle O 


Scorer: Farina S8th. 68th. 
Venue; Sydney Athlatic Field. 
Crowd: 1000. 

Referee: Arthur Owens 8. 


A few flashes of action, 
including two fine goals by 
Frank Farina, and the rest 
just concentrated, 
dreadful boredom. 


That is the fairest way of 
describing this match, which 
pitted championship con- 
tenders Hakoah against wood- 

en-spooners Newcastle. 


That the northerners are 
woeful is a well documented 
fact, proven by their role as 
Ballast on the NSL table, but 
that Hakoah would be playing 





on their level for two-thirds of 


the match? 


Is it any. wonder that crowds 
are fast disappearing from the 
stands of most of the 24 clubs 
in the league? 


it was some ‘small con- 
solation for the die-hards 
present that Frank Farina 
played with ambition and’ tons 
of determination all day long. 


He was rewarded in the 58th 
minute, when he rose to spec- 
tacular heights to head into 
Clint Gosling’s net a cross 
from Jean Paul De Marigny. 
Exactly 10 minutes later 
Farina capped a good per- 
formance with a sizzling 22 
metre shot for Hakoah’s 
second goal. 


The rest was mostly nondes- 
cript stuff, with Hakoah get- 
ting well on top and applying 
pressure after Farina’s two 
winning efforts, without any 
further goals to show for it- 


Most of the interesting stuff 
was off the field, with word 





the match: 


FRANK FARINA 


(Hakoah) 





getting out that Hakoah’s 
board of directors was to 
discuss what the future of the 
club is in top soccer at its 
meeting, which was scheduled 
for last Monday night. 


The club's expenditure on 
soccer is tipped to be around 
$250,000 GUrDg the current 
season. 


There is Spreading senti- 
ment that Hakoah’s soccer 
efforts should either be con- 
centrated in a lower division, 
or continued in the NSL, but 
coupled with a wholesale re- 
building of the side. 


The finicky. fans of Austra- 
lia’s most successful soccer 
club are vociferously dis- 
satisfied with the rather ped- 
estrian style of the team on all 
but a couple of games this 
year, 

There is also unrest over the 
lack of discipline shown by 
many players, as evidenced by 
a seemingly never ending suc- 
cession of cautions, sending- 
offs and suspensions. 


- I have also learnt from a 
reliable source that coach 
Eddie Thomson's absence 
overseas at this vital stage of 
the season was due for dis- 
cussion by the board. - 


Fans and some. directors 


_ question the decision of soccer 


chairman Sam Fiszman to re- 
lease Thomson Who is coach- 
‘ing the Australian team at the 
Maccabiah Games, an event 
with no gréat soccer sign- 
ificance. 


In fact, the Australian team 
is made up mostly of players 
from Sydney Maccabi, playing 
in what is equal to the seventh 
division in NSW. 


If only, among all the “ex- 
citement”’ in the gossiping, 
there would have been a few 
more flashes of decent soccer. 
Alas, in the National Soccer 
League, 1985, style, this was 
not to be. 


Juve ras: top spot 


— hut not for long! 





By WALTER PLESS 


Juventus-Pioneer 
suffered its second 
successive defeat in 
the Tasmanian Cad- 
bury State League 
to slump to third 
place in the stand- 
ings last Wednesday 
but on Sunday it 
jumped back into top 
spot. 


At this stage last year, the 
league champion was six 
points better off and well on 
course for its second con- 
secutive title. 


Cracks certainly have begun 
in the Italian-backed outfit and 
even the return of coach Ken 
Morton as a player against 
Olympia-WPL last Wednesday 
— he only had announced his 
retirement as a senior player a 
few weeks before — did not 
stop the champion going down 


Another former NSL star, 
Lucky Vagianos, who used to 
play with West Adelaide Hel- 
las, also appeared in this 
game, at centre-back for 
Olympia. 

He upended Sergio Pace in 
the 20th minute to concede a 
penalty and John Broadhouse 
put the champion in front. 


Paul Kaproulias, the Pepsi 
Youth League’s leading 
scorer, made excellent use of 
one of his rare chances in the 
senior side. 


He grabbed the equalizer 
just after the interval and, on 
the hour, he nodded down a 
high ball from Paul Xantho- 
poulos to score the winner. 


In Wednesday’s early 
match, White Eagles just beat 
Rapid 3-2 when Mark Les- 
zezynski hit the winner three 
minutes from time. He had 


| headed Eagles into a 7th 


minute lead before Matthew 
Bloomfield equalized in the 
3ist minute. 


A superb shot by Young in 
he 50th minute restored Eag- 
les lead but Greenwood again 
levelled for Rapid in the 6ist 
minute. Fletcher crossed from 
the left and the youngster had 
time to park his car before 

slotting the ball home. 


Juventus regained league 
leadership on goal difference 
on Sunday by beating Metro- 
Claremont 2-0. 


Metro missed a couple of 
chances early, then fell 
behind to a well-taken Ken 
Morton goal in 18th minute. 


John Broadhouse became 
the league’s leading scorer 
when he knocked in Juventus’s 
second goal in the 66th minute. 


University seems doomed to 
relegation after losing 2-1 to 
Olympia-WPL in Sunday’s re- 
maining match and yet it was 
a game it should have won. 
Taglieri missed his second: 
consecutive penalty for the 
students in the 28th minute of 
the match when Burden 
brilliantly saved his spot-kick, 
and at least three other 
chances went begging. 


Olympia didn’t come into 
the game until the jast 17 min- 
utes. Sherman hit the equal- 
izer on the turn from a 
Vafakos pass in the 73rd 
minute and Xanthopoulos not- 
ched the winner with a superb 
diving header from Forster's § 
cross with 10 minutes remain- 
ng. 


State League Standings 

WD LF AP 
Juventus-Ploneer 8 3 4 38 20 18 
Croatia-Glenorchy 8B 3 2 23 15 19 
White Eagles 82 3 45 28 18 
Catedonians 56 331 26 16 
Olympia: WPL 63 6 28 27 15 
Metro-Claremont 43 7 23 38 11 
Rapid 34 7 21 26 10 
University 42111039 4 


Michael The Tailor Goalscormg Award: 
14 —— J. Broadhouse (Juventus), 13° 
A. Leszcyzynshi (White Eagles}; 12 — 1 
Parker (Caledonians), 11 22 Leszc- 
zynski (White Eagles), 9 — P Xanth- 
opoulos (Olympia), J) Mcintyre (Metro), 
M Goldsmith (Caledomans)’ 8 == D- 
Stoddart (White Eagles)’ Ro Fabrizio - 
(Juventus) 
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INTERNATIONAL 


SOCCER SPECTACULAR 


You saw the Socceroos vanquish Udinese and 

Juventus of Italy, Spurs of England, Vasco Da 

Gama of Brazil, Rangers of Scotland and fraklis 
of Greece. Can... 


AEK ATHENS jag 
and RED. STAR fee 





HOLD OUT THE 
SENSATIONAL 
SOCCEROOS????? 





Wher rere preceessetenre. 





AEK Athens star Christos 
Ardizoglou 


THE PRIDE OF 
GREECE AND 
YUGOSLAVIA 
TAKE ON 
AUSTRALIA. 


Vasco Da Gama’s Nei. 


SERIES — 
FOR RICH 
PRIZEMONE Y. 
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Ce waite re + “a 
Mitar Mrkela — Red Star 


Belgrade’s Yugoslav Star. 


WEDNESDAY JULY 31, at OLYMPIC PARK, MELBOURNE 
AUSTRALIA vs RED STAR BELGRADE, 7.30pm 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 2, at ST GEORGE STADIUM, SYDNEY 
AUSTRALIAN YOUTH TEAM vs N.S.W., 6.00pm AUSTRALIA vs RED STAR BELGRADE, 8.00pm 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 4, at OLYMPIC PARK, MELBOURNE 
AUSTRALIAN YOUTH TEAM vs VICTORIA, 1.00pm RED STAR BELGRADE vs AEK ATHENS, 3.00pm 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6 at WARNERS BAY, N.S.VW. 
NORTHERN N.S.W. vs RED STAR BELGRADE, 7.30pm 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7 at HINDMARSH STADIUM, S.A. 
AUSTRALIA vs AEK ATHENS, 8.00pm 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 9 at ST GEORGE’STADIUM, N.S.W. 
AEK ATHENS vs RED STAR BELGRADE, 8.00pm 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 11 at OLYMPIC PARK, MELBOURNE 
AEK ATHENS vs AUSTRALIA, 3pm 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 13 at HINDMARSH STADIUM, S.A. 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA vs RED STAR BELGRADE, 8.00pm 
PRICES FOR OLYMPIC PARK — MELBOURNE ONLY 
| GRANDSTAND $15 — SEATS (not covered) $12 — OUTER $10 
HALF PRICE PENSIONERS and CHILDREN U/16 (not including Grandstand or Uncovered Seating) 
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Oscar Crino of Australia challenging © 


INTERNATIONAL 
ROUND ROBIN 
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preparation 
for World Cup 


BY LAURIE SCHWAB 


When the Socceroos line up against Red Star on the 
opening night of the international series at Olympic Park 
tai lls. on July 31, it will be their 55th match in the lead-up to the 
© John Kosmina uses his elbow to brush aside China’s World Cup qualifying series, starting in September. 


PSV Eindhoven was removed last week from 


the international series starting on July 31 be- 
cause it had tried to change the terms of its con- 
tract with ASF Marketing Ltd. 


‘They tried to stand over us and | won't have it,”’ said ASF 
Marketing chief Peter Sheean. 

“The only reason we had invited them was because they 
gave the Socceroos a game in Holland last year, and because 
of the invoivement of their sponsor, Philips Industries. 
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Zuo Shu Sheng during the 1983 Merlion Cup. 


Kosmina needs help 


John Kosmina desper- 
ately needs an attacking 
partner equally as capable 
of scoring goals. 

Thats the inescapable con- 
clusion to be drawn from play- 
ers scoring achievements in 
the lead-up to the World Cup 
Campaign 

Whereas Kosmina has 
scored 20 goals over the 54- 
fame period (albert many 
weré against Asian opponents 
of the type Austraha will not 
meet in the World Cup), the 
next most prolific scorers 
have only five goals each. 

They are Phil O'Connor, and 
Charlie Egan, neither of whom 
will be in the squad for the 
coming worid series. 

Kosminas present attack- 
ing partner, Marshall Soper, 
has scored only three times. 
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For statistical reasons 
alone, the availability of Eddie 
Krncevic for the World Cup 
series Is a big boon to coach 
Frank Arok Krncevic has not 
taken part in any of the lead-in 
matches to the 1985-86 World 
Cup series, but he scored 17 
goais in the 33 matches before 
and during the 1981 campaign 

All scorets over ‘the 54 
Zames leading up to the 
coming World Cup: 

20 Kosmina 

5. Egan, P. O'Connor 

4 Mitchell, Crino 

3 Katholas, Cant, S O'Con- 
nor, Soper 

2. Cole, Murphy, Ratcliffe, 
D. Brown, McCulloch, Bernal 

{. Christopoulos, Henderson, 
Watson, Campbell, Yankos, 
Raskopoulos, Blair, Gomez, 
Senkalski, Spink, Farina, Pan- 
agis, Gray, Petersen 


ae 





Itis the most thorough prep- 
aration the Socceroos have had 
for a World Cup 

Leading up to the 1977 quali- 
fying series, they played 41 
games, and in preparation for 
the 1981 World Cup campaign, 
they played 39 

Quantity however, does not 
necessarily guarantee suc- 
cess, for the 1970-74 Socceroos 
actually qualified for the 
World Cup finals with “only” 
36 lead-up matches. 

The programme for the 
Oceania World Cup qualifying 
matches 1s: 

3.9.85: Israel v. Taiwan 

$9.85. Taiwan v. Israel (in 


Israel) 

21.9.85. New Zealand v 
Australia 

5.1085. New Zealand v 
Taiwan 


8.10.85. Israel v. Australia 
12.1085 Taiwan v. New 
Zealand (in NZ) 


20.10.85. Australia v. Israel 
23.10 85 Australia v. 
Taiwan 
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26.10.85: New Zealand v. 
Israel 

27:10:85 Taiwan v. Aust- 
ralta (in Aust.) 

311.85: Australia v. New 
Zealand 

10.11.85. Israel v New Zea- 
land 

The Oceania winner then 
will play home and away 
against the team that finishes 
second in European Group 
Seven, comprising Iceland, 
Wales, Spain and Scotland. 


AUSTRALIA'S LEAD- 
UP GAMES TO THE 
WORLD CUP QUALI- 
FYING SERIES: 


1982 

Merlion Cup, Singapore 

v. Thailand 4-0, Kosmina 2, P: 
O'Connor, Cole 

v. Indonesia 2-0, Mitchell 2 

v. Malaysia 5-0. Katholos 2, 
Kosmina pen,, P. O'Connor, Cole 

v. South Korea 3-2 (final), P- 
O'Connor, Mitchell. Christopoulos 


1983 


v. New Zealand 1-2 {Auckland}, 
Kosmina 

v. New Zealand 0-2 
(Melbourne) 

v. England 0-0 (Sydney) 

v. England 0-1 (Brisbane). 

v. England 1-1 (Melbourne), 
Neal o g- 

v. Western Australia 
(Perth), Kosmina. 

v. Kuala Lumpur Selection 4-1 
(Kuala Lumpur), Kosmina 2, Hen- 
derson, Katholos 

Merlion Cup, Singapore 

v. China 1-2, Kosmina 

v. Singapore B 1-0, Kosmina 

v. Thailand 2-0. Kosmina, 
Murphy 

v. South Korea 3-1. Kosmina. 
Cant, P.O Connor 

v. Singapore A 4-2 (final), Wat- 
son, Kosmina, J. Campbell, P. O- 
Connor 


1-2 


1984 


World senes No. 1 
Socceroo A team: 
v. Manchester United 0-0 (Syd- 
ney} 
v. Nottingham Forest 1-1 ‘Ae 
delaide). Murphy 
v. Glasgow Rangers 3-2 (Syd 
ney), S. O'Connor, Kosmina, Mit- 
chell 
v. Juventus 1-1 {Melbourne), 
Ratcliffe 
v. Nottingham Forest 2-2 
(Brisbane), Kosmina, S. O'Connor 
v. Juventus 2-4 (Adelaide), 
Cant, Yankos pen 


v. Juventus 2-0 (Sydney), 
Soper, S. O'Connor 

v. draklis 2-O (Sydney), Kosmi- 
na, Cant. 

v. Iraklis 1-3 (Adelaide), Ras- 
kopoulos 

Socceroo B team: 

v. Glasgow Rangers 0-0 (Mel- 
bourne}. 

v. Glasgow Rangers 
(Brisbane), Egan. 

v. Nottingham Forest 0-0 (Syd- 
ney) 

v. Glasgow Rangers 2-4 (New- 
castle), Blair, Brown pen. 

v. Glasgow Rangers 1-1 {A 
delaide), McCulloch 
v. Iraklis 1%-1 

Brown pen. 
v. Iraklis O-O (Brisbane) 
Trial match: 


v. Tasmania 2-0 (Hobart), 
Gomez. Senkalski 

Merlion Cup, Singapore 

v. Indonesia 2-1, Spink, Farina 

v. Singapore 1-0, Bernal 

v. Holland 2-5, Panagis, Bernal 
pen. 

v. Iraq 1-1, Farina, lost 8-9 on 
pens (semi-final) 

v. Holland 0-3 (3rd piace play- 
off). 


1-2 


(Melbourne), 


World tour: 

v. China 2-3 (Beijing), Kosmina 
2 

V. Beijing 3-2 (Beijing), Crino 2, 
Egan 

v. Shanghai 2-0 (Shanghai), 
Ratcliffe, Egan 

v. Canton 1-2 (Canton), Crino. 

v. Manchester City 3-1 (Man- 
chester), Gray, Kosmina pen.. 
Egan 

v. Nottingham Forest 0-0 (Not- 
tingham). 

v. Glasgow Rangers 1-2 {Glas- 
gow), Egan. 

v. PSV Eindhoven 0-2 {Eindho- 
ven) 

v. Aston Villa O-2 (Birming- 
ham). 

v, Arsenal 2-3. (London), White 
6.g., Soper 

v. Udinese 0-2 (Udine) 

v. Tottenham Hotspur 
(London), McCulloch. 


1985 
World series No. 2 
v. Tottenham Hotspur 1-0 
(Melbourne). Soper. 
v. Vasco Da Gama 0-1 (Syd- 
ney), 
v. Udinese 2-1 
Crino, Petersen 
v. Vasco Da Gama 2-1 (Mel- 
bourne}. Kosmina 2 (final) 
Record: : 
Won 27, DREW 12, 
LOST 21, SCORED 739, 
CONCEDED 77. 


1-2 


(Adelaide) 
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“Eindhoven’s withdrawal won't harm the tournament one 


bit. 


“It is the Greek and Yugoslav supporters who will make 


the series a success.”’ 


It now will be a three-way contest between Red Star Bel- 
grade, AEK Athens and the Socceroos, playing each other 
twice. The round robin system replaces the grand final which 
was to have been played at Olympic Park on 11 August. 





Mavros the 
mighty 
AEK star 


Fhomas Mavros, who 
has starred in AEK‘s 
attack since 1976, was se- 
cond-highest goalscorer 
in Europe in 1979. 


And he represented Greece in 
the European Champion- 
ships in 1980. 


Mavros made his Greek 
First Division debut with Pan- 
ionios at the age of 16 and 
won his first international cap 
at 17. 


He played on the wing 
before developing into an ag- 
gressive striker. 





Thomas Mavros 


a 





Marton Esterhazy is 
haps the best player in 

He is pictured at right, with 
for AEK Athens. 

Esterhazy is a real-life Count 
garian aristocracy. 

He moved from Honved to A 
Hungarian clubs Csillaghedy, Bi 
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© The Australian team that failed in the 1981 World Cup qualifying series, from left, 
Standing: RudiGutendorf {coach}, 8illy Rogers, Steve Blair, Allan Maher, Greg 
Woodhouse, Alan Niven, Mark Jankovics, Ivo Prskalo, Les Scheinflug (assistant 
coach). Middle row: Murray Barnes, Eddie Krncevic, Peter Sharne, Steve Hogg, Alan 
Davidson, Joe Senkalski, John K osmina, Jim Tansey. Front row: Steve Perry, Tony 
ORCC SAY wovescee Giampaolo, Gory, Corer John SOOO, oe A Joe Watson. 


No. 1 GROUND No. 2 GROUND» 

CAPACITY: 37,000 (14,000 under cover) 
Private boxes in Grandstand available for hire. Home of Melbourne greyhound racing. 
ALSO SOCCER AND RUGBY PITCH. 


Full catering, including bars, food outlets and 
function rooms. 


HOME GROUND FOR MELBOURNE CROATIA 


Premier venue in Australia for soccer. 
Only soccer ground in Australia recognised by 
FIFA (Federation internationale de Football As- 

sociation). 









Olympic Park 


Licensed restaurant, bars, betting fa- 
cilities (tote & bookmaker} 


HOME GROUND FOR BRUNSWICK 
UNITED JUVENTUS. 
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@ new itinerary for the international tournament 
ednesday, July 31; Australia v Red Star Belgrade at 
pic Park No. 1, 7.30pm. 

day, August 2: Australian youth team v NSW at St 
ge Stadium, 6pm; Australia v Red Star at St George Sta- 
, opm. 

nday, August 4: Australian youth team v Victoria at 
pic Park No. 1, 1pm; Red Star Belgrade v AEK Athens 
ympic Park No. 1, 3pm. 

esday, August 6: Northern NSW v Red Star Belgrade at 
ers Bay, 7.30pm. 

ednesday, August 7: Australia v AEK Athens at Hin- 
sh Stadium, 8pm. 

day, August 9: AEK Athens v Red Star Belgrade at St 
ge Stadium, 8pm. 

nday, August 11: AEK Athens v Australia at Olympic 
No. 1, 3pm. 

iesday, August 13: South Australia v Red Star Belgrade 

indmarsh Stadium, 8pm. 





















a 

e Red Star Belgrade, the most successful Yugoslav team of 
all ime, with a total of 15 championships including the 83-84 
title (see above). will be on its fourth visit to Australia 

With players like Petrovic, Filipovic, Bagicevic, Sestic and 
Savic, Red§Gtar beat Australia three times in early 1977, each 
ume by 3-7 ; 

The Yugostlavs returned later that year (picture, left} losing 
the final of the “World af Soccer™ tournament to Celtic. Aust- 
ratia and Arsenal also competed 

fn 1980, Red Star lost 1-2 to Victoria at Olympic Park but 
won its other matches 6-0 v South Australia (Petrovic 2, 
Blagojevic 2: Milosavijevic, Borovnica}, 5-0 v NSW (Frlipocre 2, 
Repcic, Petrovic Mullen oq) 5-0 v Western Australia (Filipo- 
vic, Repcic, Milasavijevic, Savic, Stefancic) and 8-2 agaiast an 
Austratian Yugoslav select (Filipovic 3, Nikolic 2, Petrovic, 
Milosavijevic Kondarios o g) 

Filipovic scored in the loss to Victoria, whose goals came 
from Jamie Patan and George Christopoulos 
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0 WELCOME AK. OF ATHENS TO AUSTRALIA 
LUCK IN THE INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENT THE MOST FAMOUS 


AVROS VIDEO CENTRE | SOCCER BALL IN 
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FUNCTION 


ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE ony OLYMPIC 
MELBOURNE'S LARGEST MULTI-PURPOSE VENUE. [2 ARK 


Air conditioned auditorium with seating up to 7,200. : 
INTERNATIONAL STANDARD SPORTS FLOOR. Numerous function rooms with ful [VERA AGEM ENT 
Suitable for pop concerts, conventions, exhibitions catering available for hire for 
SWAN STREET, MELBOURNE, 


and sporting events including M j : P 
Netball, basketball, badminton, tennis, table tennis, Business meetings, social Gates! VIC. 3002 
volieyball, gymnastics, hockey, lacrosse, boxing, product displays, weddings, dinners Telephone: (03) 429 6288 


wrestling, ice & roller skating and soccer (five-a-side} and lunches. 
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Sharpe try desperately to abd him. 


The national youth team will 
prepare during the international 
series for the World Youth 
Championship finals in the 
USSR. 


The young Socceroos, coached by Jim 
Shoulder, will play against NSW at St. George 
‘wi Stadium on August 2 as the curtain-raiser to 


2 of Australia's national youth team players in action against the 
Dutch selection during the Merlion Cup m Singapore last year. Freddy Prins of 
Holland is about to score, as Alex Bumdate (No. 8), Andrew Koczka and David 


TERRY GREEDY, 29. goaikee- 
per St George Budapest ex- 
Melita Eagles, Socceroo debut v 
England (0-0) at SCG, 1983: bril- 
liant recent form in club matches 
Socceroo appearances: 27 
JEFF OLVER, 24. goalkeeper, 
Heidelberg-Alexander, ex-Albion 
Rover Vic. Voted best player of 
1985 Butftalo Gold Cup night se- 
ries. Socceroo debut v Glasgow 
Rangers in national B team s 
2-4 loss in Newcastle 1983. 
Apps: 3. National youth team app: 
1 

CHARLIE YANKOS, 24 
sweeper Heidelberg-Alexander. 
ex-Polonia, Vic. Socceroo debut v 
England (0-0) in Sydney, 1983 
Rated along with Zarko Odzakov 
as star of recent international 
series won by Australia. Apps: 30, 
goals: 1. 

DAVID RATCLIFFE, 28, stop- 
per St Georye Budapest. ex-Bris- 
bane City. Bradford (UK). Coach 
Frank Arok calls him “our best 
policeman, meaning best defen- 








° Aistialan detanter Robert Hooker Weft) challenged by Noah Mekiem of In- 
donesia during the 1984 Merlion Cup in Singapore. Hooker will play as sweeper for 
Australia in the World Youth Championship finals in the USSR next month. 


* NSW, Vics, then off to Russia 
+ 


the Red Star v. Australia game. They also will 
meet Victoria at Olympic Park on August 4, 
before the Red Star v. AEK Athens clash. 


The Socceroos’ matches in the USSR are: 

August 24: v. USSR. 

August 27: v. Canada 

August 29: v. Nigeria. 

Quarter-finals are on September 1, semi- 
finals on September 4 and the final on Sep- 
tember 7. 
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sive marker He shadowed Trvor 
Francis in the three-match series 
ayainst England Socceroo debut 
v Thailand (4-0) in 1982 Merlian- 
Cup in Singapore Apps: 36. 
goals: 2 

STEVE O'CONNOR, 30. stop- 
per, Sydney Gity Hakoah Scored 
three yoals in last year s worid 
series. Socceroo debut v Wisla 
Krakow (1-3) in Sydney. 1979 
Apps’ 34. goals: 3 

GRAHAM JENNINGS, 25. ‘eft 
back Sydney Olympic, ex-Adams- 
town Rosebud. Former winger in 
the ‘national youth team, Soc- 
ceroo debut: v. England {0-0} in 
Sydney, 1983. Apps: 30. Youth 
team apps: 10, goals: 4. 

ZARKO ODZAKOV, 239. mid- 
fielder, Sydney Croatia, ex-Pre- 
ston-Makedonia, Vardar Skopje 
(Yuy . Sensational introduction to 
the national team or the recent 
international series. Debut v 
Vasco Da Gama (0-1) in Sydney, 
1985. Apps: 3. 

JOE WATSON, 33, midfielder. 
Sydney City Hakoah. Ex-Notting- 
ham Forest. Forfar athletic (UK). 
NSL Player of the Year, 1983. 
Socceroo debut v New. Zealand 
(0-1) in Auckland, 1973. Apps: 
30, goals: 1. 

OSCAR CRINO, 22. midfielder, 
South Melbourne Hellas, ex-Tung 
Sing (HK), Aust Inst of Sport, Ju- 
ventus (Vic), Footscray JUST. 
voted in recent “Soccer Action” 
poll as the most exciting player in 
Australia. Socceroo debut: v Glas- 
gow Rangers {0-0) in Melbourne, 
in national B team, 1984-Apps: 
21, yoals: 4. National youth team 
apps: 13. goals: 4. 

KEN MURPHY, 29, midfielder, 
South Melbourne Hellas, ex-Mel- 
bourne Croatia. Dundee ({UK). 
Socceroo debut: v England (0-1) 
in Brisbane: 1983 Apps: 29, 
goals: 2. 

JOHN KOSMINA, 28, striker, 
Sydney City Hakoah, ex-West Ad- 
elaide Hellas, Polonia Adelaide, 
Arsenal (UK), Adelaide City Ju- 
ventus. Recently became first 
player to score 100 NSL goals 
Second to Attila Abonyi among 
Socceroos all-time top scorers. 
Socceroo debut: v. Bologna (3-0) 
in Adelaide. 1976. Apps: 80, 
yoals: 34 

MARSHALL SOPER, 25, stri- 
ker. Sydney Olympic, ex-APIA- 
Leichhardt. Socceroo debut v 
New Zealand (1-2) in Auckland, 
1983. Socceroo apps: 24, goals: 
3. 

JIM PATIKAS, 21, midfielder or 
striker, Sydney Croatia, ex-Sydney 
Olympic, Sydney City Hakoah, 
Socceroo debut v Indonesia (0-1), 
World Cup game in Surabaya, 
1981 til the most capped 
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@ Frank Arok 
Socceroo coach Frank Arok 
wants the Australian team to de-- 
velop a ‘kamikaze’ approach as 
the next stage of his plan to 
qualify for the World Cup finals 
in Mexico next year. 


The Australians started underdogs but 
upset visiting teams Tottenham Hotspur of 
England, Udinese of Italy and Vasco'da Gama 
of Brazil to win the final of the $200,000 Inter- 
national Series at Melbourne Cricket Ground 
last month. 

“We have mastered the skills of the slow 
build-up but need to practice more ‘suicide’ 
tactics in seeking results,” he said. 

“The team also needs to improve its change 
of pace tactic to confuse the opposition during 
a game.” 

The Australian Soccer Federation has put 
plenty of effort into giving the squad as much 
experience as possible to win through in the 
Oceania World Cup qualifying rounds which 
stari in September. 

And it has Peter Sheean of ASF Marketing 
Ltd. to thank for providing that experience. 


player at youth level. Socceroo 
apps: 13. yoale: 1. Youth apps: 
30. goals: 4 


ROBBIE DUNN, 25. centre 
back or midfielder, Preston-Make- 
donia, ex-West Adelaide Hellas, 
Azzurri (SA), Kwinana Utd., North 
Perth Croatia and Bayswater 
(WA). Sacceroo debut v. Udi- 
nese (2-1) in Adelaide, 1985. 
Socceroo app: 1. 


ROD BROWN, 21. striker, Mar- 
coni. Ex-Auburn. NSW. Socceroo 
debut: v Tottenham Hotspur (1- 
0), Melboume, 1985. Socceroo 
apps: 3. Youth apps: 19: goals: 
14 


MIKE PETERSEN, 20, utility 
player, Brunswick-Juventus, ex- 
Heidelberg-Alexander, Port Mel- 
boume Socceroo app: 1, goals: 


GRAHAM HONEYMAN, 32. 
sweeper or midfielder, West Adel- 
aide Helfas. ex-Sydney Gity Ha- 
koah, East Fife (UK). Called into a 
squad during recent international 
series but has yat to play a match. 


@ Three more players are to be 
added to the squad, from among. 
fan Gray (Marconi), Tommy 
McCulloch {APIA), Graham 
Amald (Sydney Creatia), Peter 
Raskopoulos (Sydney Olympic), 
Frank Farina, Gerry Gomez (Sydn- 
ey City Hakoah), Steve Gojevic 
(Melbourne Croatia}, Mike O~ 
Shea. John O'Shea {St George 
Budapest). Phil O'Connor (Black- 
town! 
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SA UNDER 20 SQUAD ¥ 


South Australian State coach Mike Wells has named an 
under 20 selection that will play against the SA State High 
Schools sefect in the curtain-raiser to the Australia v. AEK 
Athens match at Hindmarsh Stadium on August 13. 

The under 20 squad ts: Ennio Luongo, Coli Miller, Alex 
Tobin, Aurelio Vidmar {AC-Juventus), Sean Greaves, Slavko 
Hancar, George Nesgos (Beograd), Sandy Meggetto {Camp- 
befftown), Paul Higgins (Cumberland), Robbie Slager (Cron- 
tia}, Mark Harvey (Para Hills}, Paul K olesrikowice (Polonia), 
Graham Latham, Tony Gasparetto (Salisbury), Steve Papa- 
dopoulas, Theo Stamatelopoutos (WA-Helfas). 
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The Olympic Airways Soccer 
League kicks off each week on 
SBS TV. 

Every Monday, Les Murray 
presents all the action from the 
weekend games. Plus ‘Goal of the 
Week’ and panel discussions. 
Repeated Tuesday nights. 





No-one in the past has been willing to take 
the risks involved in putting on international 
tournaments of the scope of the past two. 

While federations and individuals pick 
faulfs and claim they could do it better, 
Sheean has come up with the goods and con- 
tinues to invest in Australian soccer in the 
hope of boosting its image and inspiring great- 
er public support. _ 

Arok believes the experience gained from 
the internationals is of vital importance. 

“If the team is capable of maintaining a 
high, level of performance it will indicate a 
regular quality and not an accident,” he said. 

‘*Additional matches will blend the national 
team more like a club team with better under- 
standing and cohesion. 

“We can now apply pressure as well as 
absorb pressure. 

“No one will ever come here again and beat 
an Australian team by eight or nine goals and 
show unbelievable skills. 

“Australia is not rubbish. We can compete 
and don’t give others space or freedom. 


“My remaining big desire is te get the Aus- 
tralian people to recognise the quality of this 
team and give them support. 1 can’t unders- 
tand why. they are against us.” 
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Croydon City 1 


Scorer: OHerton 31st. 
Venue: Churchill Reserve. 


There is a dis- 
tinctive air of a 
championship side in 
Croydon. 


This was a significant 
result under pressing con- 
ditions with the side depr- 
ived of its leading strikers 


and playing in atrocious — 


windy conditions. 


While the match never 
reached any heights, what 
distinguished Croydon was 
the way the side held on in 
the opening enthusiastic 
burst by Dinamo, capital- 
ised on a defensive lapse to 
break the deadlock and 
then went about protecting 
the Jead as if the match 
was a cup final. 


““They just had too much 
experience for us’’, was 
the way Dinamo coach 
Tony Vrzina put it after 
the match. 


“Once they took the 
lead, I knew they would 
make it hard for us and 
with the strong wind you 
couldn’t expect miracles. 


“But I’m pleased that 
we kept battling away and 
if we keep the fighting 
spirit up ’m confident we 
can avoid relegation.” 

Dinamo’s battle to avoid 
the drop will be strength- 
ened by Dennis Morovic, 
whose return to the fleldas 
substitute after a nine 








om Border v EAST SRUNS WIOL ROSAMMA 5 
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By PETER DESIRA 


match absence through 
injury was greeted by loud 
hoots from the fans hud- 
died in cars parked round 
the ground. 

Morovic and John Bruno 
(who had played a full 
game in the reserves) 
were sent on in place of 
midfielder Sveto Rastocic 
and fullback Steve Grgic in 
a desperate last bid to 
rescue something out of 


’ this match. 


But despite the added 
pressure in the closing 15 
minutes, Dinamo found it 
hard to get past Croydon’s 
midfield, led by a resilient 
Steve Beech, to create 
much in the way of clear- 
cut openings. 

Peter Ollerton’s winning 
goal came in the 3lst 
minute with the striker 
given the room at the far 
post to get up and meet a 
Jim Tansey freekick from 
the left and head home un- 
challenged. 

The goal came from a 
breakaway after 
Croydon’s goal survived 
the best chance of the 
opening half hour in which 
a Ned Batinovic shot was 
blocked and ran loose in 
the six yard box for 
Branko Culina to shoot 
again on the turn only to 
force a goalline clearance. 

Croydon enjoyed its best 
spell immediately after 
scoring the goal with Ol- 
lerton controlling a centre 
from Alex Livingstone to 


Semrdey STH DANDDIONS v Sth Yarra 
ALTONA UTD v Monash Uni, NTH SUNSHINE 


BALWAY CITY w Epping Thistia. WAVERLEY 
UTD v Macc. VERMONT v Eagles Uti Bt 
DEAYOUR HILLS y Letcbe Usi NOATHEAN 
_SUBURES v Meborvs Uci 


SIVSIOn TWO 

Sunday: RINGWOOD ROVERS vy Co 
Bingwood City, Nth Mebourms v DIGGERS 
REST, Phillip institets vy YARRA UTD, BRIN- 
TOMS v Concorde, DIAMOND VALLEY v Co 
Degwood, 


DIVISION THREE 
Sunday: feservow Eagles vy HAWTHORN 
UTD, EAST RICHMOND v Did Paredias, RAAF 
Poon Cook v NORTHERN UTD, EAST ALTONA 
v Yarra Bend. 
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shoot from an angle and 
bring off a good save from 
Mate Grgic. 

Alan Kerr hit a cross- 
shot just past the far post 
in the last minute of the 
first half. 

Ollerton and Livingstone 
both had shots turned 
away for corners before 
the Dinamo pressure start- 
ed in the second half. 

But the chances Dinamo 
created were scrambly 
efforts with Batinovic 
shooting wide from a good 
position, Danny Dezic’’s 





Middiemast seals it 


NUNAWADING CITY 3 
(Pote 38th, Groenwaid 
74th, Middlemast 87th} 
WERRIBEE 1 (Misic 
82nd). Victorian First Divi- 
sion match at Mahoneys 
Reserve, Saturday. 

NUNAWADING CITY: 
Madjer, Brown, Deane, Rem- 
mers, Moyle, Groenwald, Mul- 
lett, Nellies, Roggero (Papas 
66th), Pote (Servinis 73th), 
Middiemast. 

WERRIBEE: De Mur, Di 
Gioacchino, Anthian, Misic, 
Italia, Paolozza (Carraro 88th), 
McNally, Paola, Petricca, 
Meadham, Beltoki. 


Nunawading City took a 
long time to convert ter- 
ritorial superiority in- 


WAVERLEY 
CITY O SOUTH OAK- 
LEIGH 7 (Kalifatidis 20th} 
Victorian League Second 
Division match at Gar- 
diners Creek Reserve, Sat- 
urday. 


WAVERLEY CITY: Darch — 
Coulter, Patterson, Dixon, 
Wilson — Willcocks (Droudge 
half time, Crompton 65th), 
Storey, Kennan — Grimwade, 
Gameras, Budd. 


A superb first-half goal 
by former Socceroo Chris 
Kalifatidis gave South 
Oakleigh a 1-8 victory in 
the local derby against 
Waverley City. 


Kalifatidis has been used as 
a striker this season instead of 
in defence, where he made a 
name for himself with South 
Melbourne Hellas. He showed 


‘ 


MEMBER A.F.T.A. 


corner being oieched 
away by Billy Whiteside 
and then Culina forcing the 
keeper into a good save 
from another cross-shot 
from the left. 


The best Dinamo open- 
ing came five minutes 
from the end when a 
Zdenko Brklijacic corner 
was half cleared to Bati- 
novic just outside the box 
for a shot which was 
cleared on the line. 


But as if to have the last 
say, Croydon still created 
a golden chance to in- 
crease the lead in the last 
minute. This time Alan 


to goals but ran out a con- 
vincing winner in the end. 

During the first half Nu- 
nawading created chance after 
chance but Werribee survived 
and its offside trap also was ef- 
fective in keeping the Nunawa- 
ding forwards at bay. 

In the 38th minute, Nunawa- 
ding was awarded a free kick 
on the right. A quick kick re- 
leased Mullett who scooted to 
the byline and his cross was 
rammed home by Pote off the 
inside of the post- 


Werribee took control of the 
midfield for the first 20 
minutes of the second half and 
it looked as though Nunawa- 
ding might pay the price for 
missed opportunities in the firt 
half. 

A brilliant reflex save by 


K alifatidis’s| 
killer blow 





plenty of goal instinct when he 
smashed home a direct free 
kick after 20 minutes. 


The goal was a fair reward 
for South’s first half pressure, 
but Waverley City was denied 
a similar return when it took 
control after the interval. Sub- 
stitute Andy Crompton and full 
back Sean Coulter came peril- 
ously close to equalising as 
South was forced to defend 
desperately. 


Most neutral observers 
agreed a draw would have 
been a fairer result, which 
only served to pour salt in Wa- 
verley’s wounds after its first 
home defeat of the year: 


Waverley’s captain Norm 
Willcocks suffered a bad ankle 
injury and may miss several 
matches. 


Kerr put Tom Brewerton 
in the clear for a shot 
which came off the far 
post. 

For this week’s game 
against Western Suburbs, 
Croydon regains Dave 
Brogan from suspension 
and welcomes back lead- 
ing scorer Graham French 
who arrived back from an 
overseas business trip on 
Monday. 


Suburbs coach Jim Con- 
dilis (whose van served as 
my press box on Saturday) 
remains quietly confident 
that his side can get a 
result but is keeping his 
tactics to himself. 


Madjer from Belteki in the 
63rd minute denied Werribee 
and Nunawading began to get 
on top again. 

Groenwald burst through 
the Werribee back line, as it 
appealed for offside, and he 
cooly drew De Muri before 
slotting the ball home. 

Eight minutes from the end, 
Werribee hauled itself back in 
the game. Awarded a free kick 
on the right wing, the ball bob- 
bled around the Nunawading 
box before Misic was able to 
scramble the ball home. 

The best goal of the game 
came in the 87th minute. Inter- 
cepting a pass near the hailf- 
way line, Mullett outpaced the 
defence, then laid a perfectly 
weighted pass into the path of 
Middlemast who made no mis- 
take with his first time shot. 





OVERSEAS... 


e Highly rated 
English manager 
Lawrie McMenemy 
has taken charge of 
second division Sun- 
derland. 


e Former England inter- 
national Terry McDermott, 
once widely reported to be on 
Adelaide City Juventus’ 
Wanted list, has joined Hart- 
lepool United of English 
League Divison Four. 


@ Ex-Adelaide City Ju- 
vertus player Neit Banfield 
has been given a froe transfer 
by Orient. 

@ Zurich Grasshoppers have 
signed West German striker 
Dieter Muller from Bordeaux on a 
six month contract, which will be 
extended if Grasshoppers’ Swiss 
international Claudio Sulser has 
not recovered fram an injury by 
February. 


@ Former French inter- 
national Jean Francois Larios 
has joined Strasbourg. 

@ Gordo Cowans and Paul 


Rideout have signed for Bari 


RICOH ences 


— newly promoted to Italy's 
Serie A — from Aston Villa. 


e Ex-Northern Ireland 
international Chris Nicholl has 
been appointed manager at 
Southhampton. 


@ Peter Barnes, who was 2a 
guest member of Manchester 
United's touring party in Australia 
tast year, has joined the club on a 
permanent basis A $100,000 
transfer took him from Coventry 
City 

@ Stave Dods, promoter of 
Kevin Ksegan'sa visit to 
Australia, is the elder brother 
of Glen Dods, the former Adel- 
aide City Juventus and New 
Zealand full back. 


@ Volga Gorky, the Soviet 
Second Division club, has been 
disbanded by the Soviet National 
Sports Committee after in- 
vestigations revealed a major 
corruption scandal. It transpires 
that the club's co-trainers, Alexei 
Malaichuk and Viktor Rakhmen- 
kin, accepted bribes of $180 a 
month from young hopefuls wish- 
ing to gain or retain places in the 
team. Older players received a cut 
of the money 


¢ 
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Buffalo State League standings 
WOL FA Pt 


CROY.DON Riitittcccrescncccecs 12 5 136 9 29 
MORWELL FALCONS....10 4 4 34 17 24 
BOX HIV ce a ecsn ee 95 4 31 23 23 
FRANKSTON PINES........ 86 4 37 24 22 
Polonia............... tafe cactiressed 8 5 5 31 20 21 
Western Suburbs........... roth Ek a PA ray 744 
FAWKINGDL.............scccceseereeseees 66 6 31 24 18 
Thomastown ........cccccreeceeee 65 7 21 28 17 
Springvalle............-cceeeeeeeee-ee 5 4 93 16 21 14 
Northcote = ctesceccctetc ccc -nceaee 46 8 27 36 14 
R. Wilhelmina ..............0506+- 45 9 18 30 13 
St. Alb. Dinamo..............- 5 3 10 24 38 13 
Knox City ...-.2........ ce cccseee 4 4 10 11 34 12 
Alb. Turk Gucu...............00. 43 11 13 30 11 


MORWELL FALCONS 7 (Athersych panatty 75th) 
BOX HILL 2 (A. Roodhouse 54th, Hughes penalty 59th) 
at North Crinigan Reserve, Saturday. 

MORWELL FALCONS: Blasby 7 - Bingham 5 Bruns 5, Tutill 9, 
Train 7 ~ T. van Baar 6, Moore 5, 0 Callaghan 7 (Wilson 88th), Cassar 
5 - Stirton 5, Athersych 7. Coach: Jimmy Dunne. 

BOX HILL: Harrison 7 - McPhee 7, McMillan 9. Davidson 9, A 
Roodhouse 8 - |. Roodhouse 7 (inj. White 60th), Hughes 8, Hennessy 
7 - Azzopardi 7, Verechia 7, A. Humble 7. Coach: Keith Webster. 

Best three for Schipano Player of the Year award: 3. McMillan (BH). 
2 Tutll (MF), 1. Davidson (BH). 


KNOX CITY 0 FAWKWNER O at Egan Leo Reserve, 
Saturday. 

KNOX CITY: McTurk 8 - Loy Saisi 7, Bissinger 8, Tunstall 8. Roddis 
8 - Pate 7, Smith 7, Underwood 7 - G. Bakker 7, Wild 9 (Phillips 83rd), 
Turner 7 {Lucio Saisi 75th}. Coach: Duncan Smith. 

FAWKNER: Terzini 7 - Schipano 7, Fattore 7. Macleod 7, Hobson 7 
- Angele 7, Quigley 6: Mancinelli 7 - Lia 6 Loughnane 6 (Palinkas 
70th), Boyle 6. Coach: Pepe Carrassi. 

Best three for Schipano Player of the Year award. 3. Tunstall (Knox), 
2. Bissinger (Knox), 1. Roddis (Knox) 


SPRINGVALE CITY 1 (Luca 78th) ALBION TURK 
GUCU 0 at Ross Reserve, Saturday. 

SPRINGVALE CITY: Perry 7 - Mur 7 = Vogel 6, Adams 8, Luyten 6, 
Matthews 7 - Bannon 6. Bentley 5. Luca 5 - D'Amico 6, Nelson 5, 
Garvey 5. Coach: Bobby McLachfan. 

ALBION TURK GUCU: W. Bryden 7 - Reilly 8. Jovicic 6, Gilmour 6, 
Douglas 7 - T. Latif 6, D'Sylva 6, Alfonso 5, Robertson 5 - Umit 6 
(Salih 75th}, Eminoski 7. Coach: Tommy Traynor. : 

Best three for Schipano Player af the Year award) 2 Adams 
{Spring}, 2. Reilly (Albion), 1. Douglas (Albion). 


ST ALBANS DINAMO 0 CROYDON 7 (OHerton 31st} 
at Churchil Reserve, Saturday. 

ST ALBANS DINAMO: M. Grgic 7 - Kustura 7, Brkljacic 8, Ramijak 
6, S. Grgic 6 (Morovic 71st) - Rastocic 6 (Bruno 71st), Pozar 6, Culina 
6, Dezic 6 - Batinovic 7, Kuna 6. Coach: Tony Vrzina. 

CROYDON: Whiteside 6 - Brown 6, Singleton 6, O Reilly 7, Tansey 
7 - Brewerton 6, Taylor 6. Beech 8. Kerr 6 - Ollerton 7. Livingstone 6 
Coach: Peter Ollerton. 

Best three for Schipano Player of the Year award. 3. Beech (Croy), 
2. Brkijacic (SCA), t. Ollerton (Croy), 

THOMASTOWN O FRANKSTON PINES 4 (Cooke 
49th, 70th, Miller 20th, Cumming 36th) at Partridge Re- 
serve, Sunday. 

THOMASTOWN: Raponi 6 - Di Berardino 4, Smale 7, Di Martino 5, 
Arcoraci 7 - Comar 4, Lakic 5 (Carfora 6Oth), B. Coyle 5 — Alizzi 5, 
Beller 4 (N. Constantinou 60th). Flaherty 6. Coach: Joe Wilson. 

FRANKSTON PINES: Beamish 7 - Cumming 7. Cullen 7. Thurlow 8, 
Ferris 6 (Hennessy 60th) - Cooke 9. Ross 7. Miller 9, Watson 7 - 
Webster 8, Thomas 7. Coach: Danny McMinimee. 

Best three for Schipano Player of the Year award: 3. Cooke (Pines), 
2 Miller (Pines), 1. Webster (Pines) 


WESTERN SUBURBS1 (Stenson 5th) POLONIA O at 
Raiph Reserve, Sunday. 
WESTERN SUBURBS: Apostolidis 7 - Beattie 8, Dimovski 7, Esposito 
8, Hamil! 7 - K Coyle 6, Kakantonis 7, Palmaricciotti 6 - Tuck 7, Sten- 
son 8, McGuinness 7. Coach: Jimmy Condilis. 

POLONIA: Dzielakowski 7 - Lipiarski 7, Innes 8, Smolarek 7, Little 8 
- Stojcevski 7, Avian 7, Kolaric 7 - Auld 6, Przybyla 6, Gregorczuk 5. 
Coach: Eddie Reid. 

Best three for Schipano Player of the Year award- 3. Esposito (WS). 
2. [Innes (Pol), 1 Beattie (WS}). 


RINGWOOD WILHELMINA 5 {Stewart 55th, Gist 
Burton 70th, Shannon penalty 76th, Thompson 80th) 
NORTHCOTE 2 {Toro penalty 43rd, penalty 65th) at Ju- 
bilee Park, Sunday. 

RINGWOOD WILHELMINA: Kasimas 7 - Haupt 7, Corke 7, Murray 
7, Wemyss 6 [inj. Alarcon 83rd) - M. Bakker 6 (Nyholt 76th), Shannon 
7, Burton 8 - Kebede 7. Thompson 7, Stewart 8 Coach: Cor Teeuw. 

NORTHCOTE: Gianopoulos 5 - Stiliadis 4, Cutler 5, Kourmenos 5, J. 
Constantinou 5 - Filippis 3, Wilson 7. Toro 6 - Patiniotis 6, Patsakos 4. 
P. Constantinou 4. Coach: Jimmy Pyrgolios. 

Best three for Schipano Player of the Year award: 3. Burton (RW), 
2 Wilson (North). 1. Stewart (RW) 


SCHIPANO BEST PLAYER AWARD 


Schipano Home Furnishers are sponsoring our 1985 
State League Player of the Year award. The winner re- 
ceives $1,000 worth of furniture of his choice. 


12 — McGuinness, Di- 
movski (Suburbs) é 
il — McMillan (Box Hill), 
Bovic (Fawkner) 
— Harrison (Box Hill, 
Quigg (Fawkner), Athe- 


Leading votegetters: 

22 — Adams (Springvale) 

20 — Cosentino (Thomas- 
town), Webster (Pines) 

18 — Livingstone (Croy- 
don), Culina (Dinamo) 


16 — Hughes (Box Hill) rsych (Morwell), Stenson 
15 — Bissinger (Knox) (Suburbs), Burton (Wil- 
14 — MacLean (Morwell), helmina) 


Esposito (Suburbs), Haupt 
(Wilhelmina) 

13 — Beech (Croydon), 
Cooke (Pines), Gibson 
(Polonia) 


9 - Douglas (Albion), Ve- 
rechia (Box Hill), Cozzella 
(Fawkner), Wilson, Pati- 
niotis (Northcote), Bannon 
(Springvale) 


VSF TRAVEL CLUB AWARD 


The VSF Travel Club, in conjunction with Ametco 
Travel, is sponsoring our 1985 State League Top Scorer 
award. The winner receives a return trip to Singapore, 
flying Thai International. 

9 — P. Constantino 


20! DO 


Leading scorers: 
15 — Thomas (Pines), Athe- 
rsych (Morwell) 

13 — A. Humble (Box 
Hill), French (Croydon) 

11 — Warszawski (Polo- 
nia) 

10 — McGuinness (Su- 
burbs) 


(Northcote) 

8 — Cozzella (Fawkner), 
Webster (Pines) 

7 — Morovic (Dinamo), 
Flaherty, Lakic (Thomas- 
town) 

6 — Stirton (Morwell), 
Culina (Dinamo) 
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Syd. Croatia 4 
Blacktown 0 


Scorer= Jurin 31st. 35th 
{pen} and 36th, Patkas 86th. 

Venue: Croatia Stadium. 

Referee: Pater Rampley. 

Cautions: Vidaic, Arnold 
(Croatia), Thornthwaite 
(Blacktown). 

Crowd: 4800 

There is an aura of quiet 
professionalism about this 
Croatia team now — and 
not just because seven of 
its players are full-timers. 

It has mastered the art of 
scoring from rapid counter- 
attacks — situations which 
some colleagues, with a me- 
dieval mind, call ‘against the 
run of play’. 

This is how effective soccer 
is being played nowadays in 
most of Europe; only the very 
primative and very naive 
storm the barricades like 
Marines at Iwo Jima. 

On this occasion, Croatia 
was lucky to have two brainy 
footballers in its side capable 
of plotting and then executing 
moves to fit into the pattern. 

At the back Rozic not only 
defended impeccably but also 
cistributed in great style. 

And up front there was 
Zeljko Jurin, former Hajduk 
and Sibenik winger who, in a 
five-minute spell, exploded 
inte high class action, grab- 
bing a hat-trick. 

To be truthful, Blacktown 
didn’t deserve to get this drub- 
bing; in the second half, down 
0-3) it played some excellent 
Stuff, swinging the ball around 
well, creating chances — but 
then missing them. 

It could so easily have 
pegged back a couple of goals, 
making it ever so much closer 
— before Jim Patikas made it 
48 and a somewhat flattering 
score for the hosts. 

Referee Peter Rampley 
issued three cautions in the 
first half hour for a variety of 
sins: deliberate handball, dis- 
Sent and then a foul. With that, 
be clearly preempted any 
serious nonsense which is now 
becoming the fashion at our 


In the 3lst minute Patikas 
made a fine run on the wing 
and set up Jurin. His shot, at 
first, slammed into the diving 
Hoare but he was lucky enough 
to get the rebound and put it 
away. 

Four minutes [ater Patikas 
was brought down just inside 
the box, rather unnecessarily, 
Jurin blasted the penalty just 
under the crossbar, about half 
an inch from the woodwork, 

And barely a minute Jater it 
was a hat-trick. A long through 
ball allowed Jurin to run onto 
the ball, speed easily past 
Spanos and Pointer and send a 
low shot into the corner. 

The first 25 minutes or so of 
the second half belonged to 
Blacktown: Bourke’s drive 
was saved well by Watson, 
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then an O’Connor’s penalty 
was well saved by Watson, 
guessing correctly where the 
ball would be sent. 

By now it could have been 
ve or 3-2; instead, it became 
4-0. 

In the 86th minute Drag- 
icevic sent a low pass to the 
middie and Patikas elegantly 
flicked it into the corner: 

, if Croatia can win 4-0 with- 
out playing brilliantly, it must 
be a fair bet for the title. 

Its international midfielder, 
Zarko Odzakov is playing well 
below his best; his promptings 
and finishing are not what they 
could be. 


But once this sylish fellow 
also hits peak form, Croatia 
will be extremely hard to toss. 

It was good to see the return 
of Robert Wheatley, after 
missing many weeks with ill- 
ness, With him in the middle of 
the defence, Blacktown would 
have been a serious contender 
for a Top Five place. 

Blacktown, on this occasion, 
failed because in that magic 
brief spell John Spanos simply 
couldn't hold Jurin. 

But it appears to have 
serious problems up front, too 
where only Phil O’Connor is 
any threat at goal. Perhaps if 
Bradley had been partnering 
him instead of being lost in 2 
crowded midfield, it would 
have been a different story. 
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Penrith 0 
Syd. Olympic 1 


Venue: Cook Park. 
Crowd: 1,285. 
Referee; G. Warne 6. 
Scorer: Kalantzis 27th. 


Coach Manfred Schaefer 
rates his side’s first-half 
effort as “‘brilliant’” but 
Olympic was almost 
pegged back by desperate 
Penrith after the interval. 

“We let them back into the 
game and as they are in re- 
legation trouble, they were 
fighting for their lives,” 
Schaefer said. 

The Olympic boss was 
pleased to see Peter Katholos 
back after a long lay off witha 
knee injury. 

The former Socceroo mid- 
fielder took the free kick 
which led to the only goal. 

*He played the ball into the 
penalty area from the left 
touch line and Chris Kalantzis 
met it with a powerful volley 
into the top corner. 

Olympic threatened Penrith 
in the first haif with the pow- 
erful forward play of Kalantzis 
and Marshall Soper, returning 
from suspension. 

However, after a strong 
opening to the second half, 
Penrith took over and created 
chances which piled pressure 
on Olympic’s gear guard, 

Centre forward Peter Jones 
hit the upright with a header in 
the 55th minute, while mid- 
fielder Bobby Hebb shot wide 
with the goal at his mercy in 
the 75th minute. 

Penrith forced a number of 
corners in the closing stages 
but Olympic’s keeper, Gary 
Meier, was equal to the task. 

Then Ian Hunter broke away 
on the left but, with Meier 
deciding to stay on his line, the 
Penrith attacker shot across 
goal. 

It was another disappointing 
result for Penrith, which is 
now firm favorite in the re- 
legation market. 

Penrith could count itself 
unlucky against Croatia and 
now Olympic but as coach 
Willie Wallace pointed out 
after the match: ‘*You cannot 
win matches if you don’t score 
goals,”” 

The stars were centre backs 
Jim Ziras for Olympic and Don 
Campbell for Penrith. Both 
were in confident form, contin- 
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ually relieving pressure in 
front of their keepers. 

To add to the frustration of 
both sets of forwards, both 
keepers, Michael Gibson and 
Gary Meier, were in great 
touch, plucking everything out 
of the air and Keeping well on 
the line. 

But while Meier is almost 
assured of a top five play-off 
place with his club, Michael 
Gibson will have to sweat it 
out until after the Newcastle 
match (last of the year), 
before finding out the fate of 
his team. 

Whatever the outcome, 
nobody would-deny the sterling 
job done by Willie Wallace 
with this Penrith outfit. 


CHARLIE EGAN SAVES HELLAS 
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(Melb. Croatia 1 
SM-Hellas 1 


Scorers: Ward (Cr) 66th., 
Egan (SMH} 86 th. 

Venue: Olympic Park. 

Crowd: about 3800. 

Cautions: McIntosh (Cr), 
Biskic (Cr), Halford (SMH{, 
Ward (Cr). 

Referee: J Rossis (SA) 7. 

South Melbourne Hel- 
las’s champion qualities 
were fully tested by the 
highly skilful Melbourne 
Croatia side, led in mid- 
field by Suleiman Curovic 
who has found a new lease 
of life since transferring 
from Footscray JUST. 

Curovic, Josip Biskic, Drago 
Deankovic and Gary Ward 
bamboozled Hellas with some 
delightful passages of play in 
the first half and, indeed, had 
more scoring chances than 
Hellas throughout the match. 

But when the chips were 


4° down, Hellas came out of its 


shell, abandoned the caution it 
had employed to its own detri- 
ment in the first half, and 
pushed forward in a deter- 
mined bid to equalise. Finally , 
with only four minutes left, 
Steve Blair played the ball 
over the advancing defence, 
Charlie Egan controlled it on 
his foot with one touch, and 
slammed his shot past Mirko 
Runje from a slight angle. 


Croatia, which had taken the 
lead through Ward in the 66th. 
minute, relied on defence and 
breakaways have having 
sored, Had it tried instead, to 
continue pushing forward, it 
may just have snatched its 
third Successive victory over 
Hellas. 

Praise is due however, to 
hellas stalwarts Bobby Russell 
— who almost scored with a 
powerful header — Gary 
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McDowell, Angie Postecglou 
who certainly prevented a 
second Croatia goal with a 
tackle on Ante Ljubic, and, in 
the second half, Car] Halford, 
who was tireless in the mid- 


field, trying to compensate for. 


the absence of Ken Murphy 
and the subdued nature of 
Oscar Crino, who was ham- 
pered by a groin strain. 

Croatia missed Steve Goje- 
vic, who was ill, and Tony 
Curcio had been injured the 
previous week and did not 
come on until late in the 
match. Robert Markovac, 
Croatia’s top scorer last year, 
made a comeback after injury. 

Russel] prevented Mark- 
ovac from scoring when, after 
a back-header from Ward, he 
got in front of Markovac to 
block his shot. 

At the other end, big Dave 
McIntosh, who reigned su- 
preme in the air, turned for a 
corner, a square bali in the 
penalty area from Crino, who 
had weaved past three oppo- 
nents. 

Curovic spotted Peter 
Laumets off his line three 
minutes after half time and 
beat the goalkeeper with a 
promising low shot which, 
however, flashed just past the 
post. 

Croatia continued creating 
the better chances. From a 
Biskic corner, McIntosh 
headed on and Markovac, on 
the volley, sent the ball whis- 
tling across the goal. 

oalkeeper Runje, who 
leaves soon for the USSR with 
the national youth squad, 
dropped the ball a couple of 
times under pressure, but he 
showed a lot of class in the 
59th minute, when he ran out 
to head the ball away from 
Egan, who had broken 
through. The loose ball was 
cleared by sweeper Jozo An- 
tolovic. 

Curovic — who created 
moves thoughfully, and skil- 
fully and also won the ball con- 
Sistently switched play to the 
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Croatia. 


other end, with a pass to Ward 
on the leit. Ward sent a great 
ball to Lijubic, and again 
Laumets was caught well off 
his line as Ljubic lobbed the 
goalkeeper, only to see the ball 
go past the post. 

It was Curovic who set up 
Croatia's goal in the 66th min- 
ute, with a brilliant through 
ball that sent Ward galloping 
through the offside trap. 

Out came Laumets, and 
Ward went around him before 
planting the ball into the 
empty net for his ninth goal of 
the season. Yes, ninth. The 
goal that was credited to 
Mclntosh in the match against 
Makedonia, actually was 
scored by Ward. 

John Kanesoulis replaced 
Hellas’ left flanker, Peter Var- 
daxis in the 69th minute. Var- 
daxis had been playing in Mur- 
phy’s position. 

Ljubic broke away on a ball 
from Ward in the 7Ist minute, 
but Postecoglou came out of 


nowhere and dispossessed him 
with a perfect tackle inside the 
area. 

But Ljubic was replaced in 
the 75th minute by Curcio, who 
went to midfield. Earlier, 
Greg House had come on for 
Markovac. 


In a House-Ward counter- 
attack through the middle, 
Ward made his way into the 
area, but was stopped expertly 
by Russell. 


Hellas almost equalised ina 
frantic scramble inside the 
six-yard box six minutes from 
the end. Egan nipped in front 
of Runje who was unable to 
reach the ball and it bounced 
to Bozinovski whose shot how- 
ever, hit Drago Deankovic and 
eventually went out. Bozinovs- 
ki, incidentally, played an ex- 
tremely negative game — 
strange for a player of his 

1. 


Egan finally drew the match 
with four minutes to go. 


It's 10 weeks for Inter as Carbone 
: goal sinks Marconi 






Windsor 


Imter Monaro 1 
Marconi 0 


Venue: Sefffert Oval. 

Scorer: Carbone. 

Sent off: Carter (Marconi). 

Cautions: Bucini (Monaro), 
Brennan (Monaro}, Jankovics, 
McPherson, Tredinnick (Marc) 

Crowd: 907. 

Referee: J. Fearn {Vic} 8. 


Peter 


Two sensational minutes 
saw Monaro score and 
Marconi reduced to 10 
men. 

Not even Marconi — ar- 
guably the best attacking side 
in Australian soccer — could 
recover from the combination 
of the goal and having only 10 


men. 
But don’t be quick to jumpin 

with excuses. 

Yes even with 10 men Mar- 
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coni was incredibly unlucky, 
considering it hit the wood- 
work once, had one cleared off 
the goal-line — and incredibly 
one of its own players pre- 
vented what must have been a 
certain goal. 

But Monaro, too, in a scrap- 
py, spoiling second half also 
created chances — and found 
the net. 

Yes, found the ‘net — twice. 
And one of them perhaps 
should have stood. 

But first the sensational two 
minutes in the first half. 


Marconi had _ started 
brilliantly and in the first 
seven minutes managed three 
corners and a shot that 
brought out the best in goal- 
keeper Michael Hocking when 
he pulled off a brilliant reflex 
Save to thwart Mark Janko- 
Vics. 

To use a boxing analogy, 
Monaro was already shaken 
and unsteady — then came the 
two minutes that changed the 
game. 

Monaro front-runner Baz 
Giampaolo had hassled a Mar- 
coni defender into an in- 
eifective clearance as the ball 
fell to midfielder and Man-of- 
the-Match Attilio Carbone (ex- 
Marconi) on the right-hand 
edge of the penalty area. 

Carbone then proceeded to 
feol Marconi’s goalkeeper 
Alex McPherson as he caught 
him off the line and chipped 
the ball ever his hands into the 
roof of the net. 


Then Monaro’s front-runner 
Teny Brennan fouled Marconi 
fullback Paul Carter. 

Brennan was on the ground 
and Carter lashed out with his 
boot — and got his marching 
orders from Melbourne refer- 
ee Jnn Fearn. 

Brennan received a yellow 
card 

In the l4th minute big 
centre-back Steve Calderan 


twice won headers in Monaro’s 
area — the second falling per- 
fectly for David Lowe. 

Lowe cracked in a shot and 
its bounce fooled goalkeeper 
Hocking but hit the post 

In the 2lst minute it was 
again Jankovics through and 
shooting in a one-to-one with 
Hocking, with Hocking saving 
the day with an outstretched 
leg. 

‘ihonaro was beginning to 
settle and play much more ef- 
fectively in the midfield but 
didn’t really fire up front, with 
John Walsh lacking pace and 
Giampaolo commitment. 

Again, in the 28th minute, it 
Was Marconi as a superbly- 
struck Peter Tredinnick 
corner found Calderan and the 
big defender’s header was just 
fingertipped around the post 
by Hocking. 

Then came that incredible 
incident when Jankovics got in 
the way of David Lowe’s shot, 
with Hocking beaten. 

Marconi must have thought 
—- quite correctly — that noth- 
ing would ever go right. 

Monaro, too, created 
chances —- perhaps the best 
€oming in the 34th minute 
when Giampaolo did superbly 
to squeeze off a pass to Walsh 
but the front-runner fumbled 
and muffed the chance. 


One-nil up at the interval — 
one wondered if Monaro would 
hold out. 


In fact it bravely chose to 
come forward — knowing, of 
course, that Marconi had also 
to push forward to bridge the 
Bap. 

And in the 56th minute when 
midfielder Billy Willox made 
space and saw his chance his 
shot was on target, only to be 
fingertipped around the post 
by McPherson. 


Minutes later Tony Brennan 
and Walsh combined in a neat 
one-two but Walsh's shot was 
wide of the post. 

As the match progressed it 
was spoiled by niggling off-the- 
ball crackles — picked up with 





monotonous regularity by 
Fearn. 

Yellow cards came out like 
confetti and by the final 
whistle names in Fearn’s book 
besides Carter, Brennan and 
Jankovics from the first half, 
were Marconi’s goalkeeper 
Alex McPherson, Peter Tre- 
dinnick and Monaro’s Ricki 
Budini. 

But don’t think, as I said 
earlier, it was One-way second- 
half traffic. 

Marconi failed to produce 
its first half form and was well 
contained by Monaro’s hard 
working midfield and back- 
line. 

In fact it was Monaro that 
could legitimately plead bad 
luck. 

It’s first “‘goal’*, when John 
Walsh rose to head the ball be- 
tween McPherson's legs in the 
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65th minute, was cleary an in- 
fringement as Walsh lifted 
himself above the defender. 
But Chris Thamnidis’s 69th 
minute shot was a beauty. He 
cracked it from the right flank 
and easily beat McPherson. 


A linesman, however, had 
spotted Walsh offside and 
flagged — but as he hadn't 
interfered in any way with the 
play one would have thought 
the goal would have stood. 

It was an incredible, giant- 
killing win by Monaro. 

And it stretches its unbeaten 
run to an equally incredible 10 
games. 

It could easily take max- 
imum points from its final two 
games — an effort that would 
probably see it only narrowly 
edged out of a spot in the top 
five of the Northern Division. 
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- Jim MacLean in a happier mood as he 





proudly displays his 1984 Victorian Rothmans 


Medal. 


Bans for 


re ‘assar? 


The Morwell Falcons committee is keeping 
tight lipped about the affair but | understand 
that Morwell’s 1984 Victorian Rothmans 





Medal winner, 


Jim MacLean, 





> 


has been 


banned from entering the club’s social rooms. 


MacLean, his wife, and a 
Morwell committeeman re- 

portedly were involved in a 
scuffle after Morwell’s 3-0 win 
over Thomastown at North 
Crinigan Reserve two weeks 
ago. Morwell winger Effie 
Cassar was involved in an earl- 
ier incident with a Morwell 

ter. 

I phoned Morwell secretary 
Theo Doucas on Monday and 
put it to him that MacLean and 
Cassar faced bans imposed by 
the committee. 

“Your information is in- 
correct and I’ve got no further 
comment to make,” said Dou- 
cas. 

Sensing that perhaps it only 
was MacLean who was ban- 
ned, I put that to Doucas. 

“Again, I've got no com- 
ment to make. Anyway, it’s 
not headline news. There are 
other aspects of the game that 
the press could write about, 
rather than minor internal 
aspects of a club’s affairs,” 
said Doucas. 

MacLean claims that his 
wife and the committeeman 
were involved in a heated ar- 
gument which got out of hand. 
MacLean also got involved and 
after considering the matter, 
has decided not to take legal 
action against the com- 
mitteeman. 

I understand that neither 
MacLean nor Cassar made 
representations to the com- 
mittee meeting at which both 
incidents were discussed. 

Former committeemen are 
critical of certain members of 
the present committee, as are 
some of the players. 

A large lobby group wants 
former president, Don Di 
Fabrizio, to return to the 
helm. But Di Fabrizio seems 
to be enjoying his break from 
soccer and these now are 
doubts about him becoming 
heavily involved in the club he 
took from the Provisional 
Leagues to State League. 


This will make for inter- 
esting reading at Selwyn Park. 
Albion Turk Gucu, staring re- 
legation fairly and squarely in 
the face, takes on Morwell on 
Saturday and must at least get 
a point. Given the conflict at 
Morwell and the fine fighting 
effort Albion put up against 
Springvale last weekend, a 
draw is more than just a pipe- 
dream for the Selwyn faithful. 


Rob Nelson should return to 
the Frankston Pines line-up 
for Saturday’s clash with 
Ringwood Wilhelmina at Mon- 
terey Reserve. Nelson missed 
Pines’ 4-0 win over Thomas- 
town last weekend as he had 
the flu. Pines should win. 


Put down your glasses, the 
race is over. Croydon has the 
1985 championship in the bag. 
There's little likelihood of the 
league leader surrendering a 
five-point break at the top as it 
continues its surge towards its 
first ever State League title. 


That surge should continue 
at Croydon Park on Sunday, 
denting the top four hopes of 
Western Suburbs. 


With the ttle race Seem- 
ingly over, the focus of atten- 


three remaining places in the 
top four and the fight to avoid 
relegation. 

Polonia takes on Knox at 
Raleigh Reserve on Sunday 
and must win to stay in line for 
a top four berth. Davie Gibson 
missed last weekend’s game 
through suspension as did 
Greg Warszawski. Gibson will 
be back for the clash with 
Knox while Warszawski’s fate 
will be decided by the tribunal 
this week. Polonia’s latest 
Signing, Slobodan Stojcevski, 
bought from Footscray 
J.U.S.T. for $500 the day 
before the transfer deadline, 
made his senior debut against 
Suburbs last weekend. 

Polonia should win, 

Northcote and St Albans 
Dinamo could be fighting for 
their State League lives when 
they clash at John Cain Re- 
serve on Sunday. Within just a 
handful of weeks, Northcote 
has found itself embroiled in 
the relegation battle. A win to 
Dinamo will drop Northcote 
further into the mire but I’m 
tipping a draw. 

Box Hill will be coached by 
Tom Newbiggin for Sunday’s 
Wembley Park clash with Tho- 
mastown. Keith Webster flies 
overseas on Sunday for six 
weeks on a business trip. 

Webster isn’t Box Hill’s only 
loss. Striker Peter Verechia 
will be holidaying in Fiji for 
the next fortnight and although 
English import Phil Griffin 
arrives last Saturday, he’s 
likely to play in the reserves 
on Sunday to gain much 
needed match fitness. 

And the Hillmen also will be 
without midfielder Dean Hen- 
nessy, suspended. Which 
means that Thomastown’s 
task isn’t as great as it would 
have been had Box Hill had a 
full list available. Even so, 
Thomastown has been pathetic 
recently, so I'll go for the Hill- 
men. 

Fawkner striker Joe Pa- 
linkas should be back in the 
side which takes on Springvale 
at Smith Reserve on Sunday. 
Palinkas arrived late for last 
weekend's clash with Knox 
and was put on the bench. 
Bruno Cozzella missed the 
Knox match through injury 
and is doubtful this week too 

Springvale can grab another 
precious point here, its 8th in 
five games, a record which 
should enable the club to 
mount another State League 
sortee next year. Here are this 
weekend's games, with likely 
winners in capitals: 

SATURDAY 

FRANKSTON PINES vy 
Ringwood Wilhelmina at Mon- 
terey Reserve, 3pm. 

Albion Turk Gucu v Morwell 
Faicons (draw) at Selwyn 


Northcote v St Albans 
Dinamo (draw) at John Cain 
Reserve, 3pm. 

CROYDON v Western 
Suburbs at Croydon Park, 
3pm. 

BOX HILL v Thomasown at 
Wembley Park, 3pm. 

POLONIA v Knox City at 
Raleigh Reserve, 3pm. 

1 Fawkner v Springvale 
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Last chance for Melita Eagles 


This Sunday at Memorial Park, Melita will 
have its last opportunity to stop Meadow 
from running away with the title. It will be a 
tall order indeed. Meadow has conceded just 
two goals in seven matches at home, losing 
only one point in the process. 


The Idst time these sides 
met, at Melita Stadium, the 
points were shared in a 0-0 
draw. This ime the home side 
certainly 1lodks to have the 
edge but yet another 0-0 draw 
Jooks the most reasonable out- 
come 

This scoreline could open 
the way for Canterbury and 
Sutherland to get closer to the 
top but neither side will have 





an easy task. In fact, I fancy 
Manly to take a point from 
Sutherland at Cromer and Ku- 
ringai to do likewise to 
Canterbury at Parklands. 
Manly has been strong in 
defence this year conceding 
only 15 goals to date with Tan 
Barker and John Dick thé 
Stars at the back. Sutherland 
hasn't been all that successful 
in the Scoring department in 


ils Matches with Manly War- 
ringah. The last three matches 
between these sides ended in 
draws (1-1, 00, and 1-1) and it 
would be strange to see this se- 
quence broken. 

Canterbury is away to Kuri- 
ngai, the side which inflicted 
one of the three losses the 
Berries have suffered this sea- 
son. This is the one that 
Canterbury would dearly love 
to win but I feel that the locals 
will be a tough nut to crack. 


BANKSTOWN 


The Rockdale ilinden v Ku-Ring-Gai match, set for last 
Sunday at Hurstville Oval, was postponed by the Hurst- 
ville municipal council last Friday morning. And all be- 
cause we had a few showers on Wednesday and Thurs- 


day! 

The fact that sunshine on 
Friday and Saturday meant 
that the ground was in perfect 
condition did not deter the 
council. To make matters 
worse, some 100 supporters of 
Ku-Ring-Gai made a long trek 
across town in vain. 

At Seymour Shaw, Suther- 
land-was much the better side, 
particularly during the second 
period, and could have won by 
a bigger margin than 2-0 
against an out-of-touch Fairy 
Meadow. The result gives 
Sutherland a new lease of life 
and opens up the Stage League 
title chase. 

Melita dropped a point and 
Canterbury squeezed past 
Manly to be three points 
behind Fairy Meadow with six 
rounds remaining. 

Polonia conceded a late goal 
against Bankstown to lose yet 


- another match at Chopin Park 


despite playing its new arrival 
from Poland, Jurek Drys. 
It is just as tight at the 
bottom of the table with Nar- 
-rabeen, Uruguay, Bankstown 
and Polonia separated by two 


; points. 


The games remaining sée 
these four clubs tackle one an- 


Melita 1 
Uruguay 1 


At Melita Stadium 
Scorers: Allan 58th, Rodas 
62nd. 


“‘We wuz robbed!’’ was 
the cry from the Melita 
Eagles camp after this 
upset. 

Melita clatmed that the ref- 
eree Should have awarded at 
least two penalty kicks and 
possibly four, for handballs 
and tripping offences. 

The excellent form of Carlos 
Rosano did not help Melita’s 
cause and an opportunist goal 
by Patrick Rodas made life 
just a little too difficult for an 
unhappy Mick Jones. 

Melita stormed Uruguay’s 
goal early and claimed that a 
defender punched the ball over 
the bar following a free kick by 
Colin McAusland. However 
Gary Power, the referee, was 
unmoved. 

Two more claims for penal- 
ties were denied; Dolton 
missed a sitter in the 29th; 
then Rosano made a superb 
save from Ray Farrugia in the 
33rd to send the sides in to the 
break at 0-0. 

Don Allan caught up with 
Ross Brown as the league’s 
leading scorer after a fine 
move which involved Jay O’- 
Rourke and McAusland but 
Melita’s joy was shortlived as 
Rodas equalised four minutes 
later from a scrimmage close 
to the Melita goalline. 

In the closing stages, Melita 
saw Rosano beaten twice only 
to see a defender clear off the 
Iine. 

Rosano, Slav Planinic and 
Tony O’Shana were the best 
for Uruguay while Allan, Far- 
Tugia and McAusland were a 
shade better than the rest at 
Melita. 


Sutherland 2 
Fairy Meadow 0 


At Seymour Shaw 
Scorers Webber 1st Beggs 
76th. 


Fairy Meadow was flat 
and unimaginative in its 
2-0 loss to Sutherland at 
Seymour Shaw but still 
kept ahead of its title 
rivals after round 16. 

Sutherland was always the 
better side and looked in com- 
mand for most of the match. 
With an ounce of luck and 
some good shooting the score 
could have been embarrassing 
for the side which had con- 
ceded only seven goals in its 
previous 15 matches. 

Jimmy Webber, always az. 


by Johny Lavin to Partner 
Brian Gray. As Lavin indic- 
ated before the match, Suther- 
land was badly in need of an 
aggressive man up front. And 
Webber did not fail. 

The game was hardly a 
minute old when Mark Har- 
rington exchanged passes with 
Gray before sending Rogers 
wide on the right. A deep cross 
followed and Weber was at the 
far post to hit a first time 
volley which rocketted off the 
hands of Young and into the 


net. 

Webber also was in 
$trumental in the second goal. 
Peter Beggs ran into space to 
receive a great through ball by 
Webber before pushing his 
shot over the keeper. 

Webber had another oppor- 
tunity to score three minutes 
into the second half, but his 
fob, which beat Young, sailed 
over the crossbar. Beggs could 
have added to his tally only 
two minutes after Scone his his 
first. Accepting a pass fro 
Webber he faced Young on the 
edge of the area. He raced past 
the keeper but his shot was 
cleared off the line by Ber- 
ringer- 


Narrabeen 1 
Avala 3 


At Narrabeen Sports Centre 

Scorers: Sandtner 33rd, 
Carney 36th, Jeffery 43rd, 
90th. 


Greg Sandtner gave the 
locals a glimpse of hope 
with his goal midway 
through the first half, but 
Ray Carney dashed it all 
with a goal which the 
locals claim was from an 
offside position. 

“He was yards offside’, 
claimed an irate Narrabeen of- 
ficial. 

Well, offside or not,. that 
goal seems to have given 
Avala the spark it needed. 

Glen Jeffery scored his first 
goal in six weeks by lobbying 
Peter Dean close to half time 
and from then on there was no 
Stopping the visitors. The su- 
perior ball skills of Avala 
showed out with Narrabeen 
Stretched far and wide at\ 
times. 

Despite this dominance, 
Peter Dean kept his goal well 
and Allan Dean almost equal- 
ised for Narrabeen close to full 
tome. 

Then, in stoppage time, 
Avala scored following a quick 
break by Tony Jordan, whose 
cross found Jeffery close to 
the line to head past Dean. 

For Narrabeen, things we- 
ren’t all that pleasant in the 
last 18 minutes having to play 
with 10 men following the dis- 
missal of David Watt in the 
72nd minute. 


Polonia 1 
Bankstown 2 


At Chopin Park, 
Scorers: Hassan 25th, 90th, 
Pop 35th. 


Chopin Park has become 
a graveyard for Polonia. It 
has yielded only two points 
from two drawn matches 
this season. 

Away from home, Polonia 
has beaten Narrabeen and 
Melita Eagles! 

And to make matters worse, 
this loss came with the arrival 
of new import from Poland, 
Jurek Drys 

Drys slotted into midfield 
alongside Henjek Sobczyk and 
was an instant success. His 
passes were crisp and accu- 
rate and his defensive work 
strong, but Polonia had only 
one Drys on the day when 
many more were needed. 

Peter Hassan put Banks- 
town abead in the 25th minute 
when he ran onto a through 
ball followed by Mahamah. 
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fell, allowing Hassan to cut 
back infield and face Anderson 
before firing a successful shot. 

Ten minutes later, Andrew 
Pop equalised after a scrim- 
mage inside the Bankstown 
area, 

For the rest of the match 
both sides played well, with 
very few real chances created, 
then, with injury time being 
played, disaster struck for the 
home side. Steve Anderson 
managed to save from a point 
blank shot by Hassan. Yujinov- 
ic came in to clear but his 
clearance rebounded off the 
leg of a Bankstown player and 
into the net! 

For Yujinovic, that ended a 
poor match Andrej Pop and 
Micky Bratkovic also failed to 
show the fire needed to help 
Polonia get away from the 
bottom of the table. 


Canberbury 1 
Manly 0 


At Arlington Oval, 

Scorer: Hantzis pen. 83rd. 

Canterbury still is in the 
chase for the title follow- 
ing its lucky escape 
against Manly Warringah 
at Arlington. For the 
second week running, Ca- 
nterbury produced less 
than expected but man- 
aged to survive and in this 
instance even take both 
points. 

The home side had its first 
opportunity to threaten Barker 
after 2] minutes but Kirwan 
then Radman failed to connect 
with the ball following a 
corner kick from the right 
hand side 

Canterbury attacked the 
venom and for about 20 
minutes controlled proceed- 
ings but apart from a free kick 
by Hantzis failed to send a 
single drive towards goal. 

Then came this fine run by 
Johnny Anagnostopoulos in the 
85th. He was brought down 
inside the area and Spiro 
Hantzis drove his shot low and 
wide of Barker to score from 
the resultant penalty. Barker 
did manage to touch the ball 
but failed to stop it from going 
into the net. 


V.S.F. Travel Club’s 
Five-a-side, 


South Pacific Cruise, 


NSW State League é | 
with ALEX VESIC . 


will be a do-or-die match with 
Narrabeen having more speed 
and tenaaty while Uruguay 
has. the upper hand in skill. 
Difficult to predict and yet an- 
other draw wouldn't surprise 

This weekend s games: 

SATURDAY 
Manly v Sutherland at 


The two sides drew last year, Cromer Park. 


2-2 and 0-0, with the first SUNDAY 

match this season going to Ku- Feiry Meadow v Melita 

Ring- Gai 2-1. I fancy a draw. Eagles at Memorial Park. 
Bankstown has very little Ku-Ring-Gai v Canterbury 

chance of upsetting Rockdale at Parktands Oval. 


Bankstown v Rockdale flin- 
den at Jensen Park. 
Uruguay v Narrsbeen at 


llinden at Jensen Park and Po- 
lonia could take a walloping at 
Knight Park, but the real 


battle is on at Mona Park with Mona Park. ; ; 
Uruguay and Narrabeen bat- Avala v Polonia at Knights 
Park. 


ling to escape relegation, it 


DRYS CAN'T STOP 


Skypack State League Table 
WD LE APt 


FAIRY MEADOW ........... Td) 3 2 tele 19225 
CANTERBURY ................... 9 4 3 33 16 22 
MEEITA 28.3... 94 3 31 14 22 
SUTHERLAND..................- 8 5 _3.-29 13) 21 
Ku-Ring-Gai ...................0008 7.5 3°215t4e19 
Avallax.<..-..<seases50060 Vesacstunesces 6 6 4 20 13 18 
Rockdale)... 22250332 5 5 5 21 15 15 
Manly orccccctcctecettetrcreccoesecoetne 46 515 15 14 
Narrabeen........ SOTA CEES TE 24 91233 8 
Uruguay ........cccceeeeeeee sosessil 1) WON ERe oles 
Bankstown ........-.....ccecesseeee 23 91029 7 
Poloniaz...3. 082-2 221114 42 6 
TOP SCORERS 


10 — Don Allan (CM), Ross Brown (RI). 

7 — Dounis (CM) 

6 NS ae Borges, Kirwan (CM), Walker (ME), 
Gray (S) 

5 — Sutherland (K), Dalforno, Beggs (S). 

4 — Carney, Jeffery (A), Silva (CM), Mowbray, Fontana 
(FM), Campbelt (MW), Vial (ME), Janic (P), O’Shana (U). 

3 — Lucchesi (A), Baker, Morlande (FM), Bennett, Bass 
(K), Wilson, Farrugia (ME), A. Dean (N), Pop (P), Papas 
(RL), Tasker (S). 


MELITA 7 (Allan 58th) URUGUAY 1 (Rodas 62nd) at 
Melita Stadium. 


MELITA: Mullen 7 — Laing 8, Wilson 7, McCoy 7, O° Rourke 7- 
McAusland 7, Farrugia 8, Davies 7 — Dolton 7, Allan 8 (64th Walker 
7}, Vial 7- 

URUGUAY: Rosano 9 — Jones 7 (Folladoso 62nd), Hasty 7, Plan- 
inic 8, Perez 6 (Menesis 62nd 7} — Fernandez 5. Saura 6, Benitez 6, 
Arabelo6 — Rodas 7, O'Shana 7 


NARRABEEN 7 (Sandtner 33rd) AVALA 3 (36th Ca- 
rney, 43rd, 90th Jeffery) at Narrabeen. 

NARRABEEN: Dean 7 — Hanley 7, Watt 7, Friend 6, Parfitt 6 — 
Griffin 6, Collings 5, A. Dean 7, Van Helden 7 — Sandtner 6, Nacinov- 
ic 5 (Hughes 80th). 

AVALA: Vukas 6 — Jordan 6. Lembryk 7, Pratt 7, Divani 7 — 
Murray 6, Atlagic 6, Anderson 7, Carney 8 — Jeffery 7. Martinez 6 
(Tracey 80th). 


SUTHERLAND 2 (Webber 1st. Beggs 76th) FAIRY 
MEADOW 0 at Seymour Shaw Park. 

SUTHERLAND: Burchmore 7 Schumann 7, DalForno 7, Burrows 
7. Terry 7 — Rogers 7, Harrington 7, Johnson 5 (Beggs 67th), 
Meades 6 — Webber 8 (Tasker 85th}, Gray 7. 

FAIRY MEADOW: Young 6 — Chilby 6, Jones 6 (Sweeney 46th 7) 
Berringer 8, Fleming 7 (Bradley 72nd) — Morlando 5, Piel 7, Richard- 
son 8, Mowbray 6 — Baker 5, Fontana 5 


POLONIA 1 (Pop 35th} BANKSTOWN 2 {Hassan 
25th, 90th) at Chopin Park. 
POLONIA: Anderson 7 Geekic 7, Lasek 6, Vujinovic 5, Quinn 6 
— Sobczyk 6, Drys 7, Mahamah 7 — Pop 6, Janic 7, Bratkovic 5 
BANKSTOWN: unavailable. 


CANTERBURY 7 (Hantzis pen. 85th) MANLY WAR- 
RINGAH 0 at Arlington. 

CANTERBURY: Humell 8 — Karaspiros 5, Pena 7, Radman 8, 
Hantzis 7 — Ortega 8 {Eftimiades 83rd), Hormazabal 5, Miokovic 5 
(Laws 63rd 6), Anagnostopoulos 8 — Borges 7, Kirwan 6. 

MANLY WARRINGAH: I. Barker 8 — Dennis 6, J. Dick 8, Pearce B, 
J. Barker 6 — Pagano 6, Gogic 7, Etherington 6 — Stuart 5 (Vale 
80th), G. Williamson 7, Holloway 5. 





15 Days on P&O’s Fabulous Oriana, departing 7 Nov “85 Sydney, Brisbane, 
Noumea, Coral Sea Island, Vila, Suva, Savu Savu, Lautoka. 


Special 10% reduction in cost for players, officials, family and. 
friends. 


The sort of holiday you deserve after a long, hard winter season and haven't 


you all earned it? 


You may wish to participate in the $1000.00 Ricoh Five-a-Side 


Soccer Cup Competition to be played on board during cruising. 


7 


A select soccer team will be chosen from those interested in playing against 


teams in Noumea and Suva. 


Special reduced cost from $852 


oe eee 
Cut out and return for further information and brochure. 


NAME... 
Address 


Ie ama * “player/ofiiciaVsupporter); of the . 
| *twish/de not wish) to play in the Ricoh Five-a-Side Gar ene * delete whichever is not applicable. 


Soccer Club 


V.S.F. TRAVEL CLUB — Officially Appointed Agent 
Ametco Travel Pty Ltd. 
20 Market Street. Box Hill, 3128 Ph: 898 0731 


Accredited IATA Member AFTA 
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TO THE EDITOR .... 


SIR — 

I was amazed to read in the last 
issue of “‘Soccer Action’”’ that not 
only could Australia’s soccer 
scribes name the most enter- 
taining player but also the most 
boring. 

1 mean, only two Victorians made the squad 
— Messrs Sweeney and Williams — a terrible 
insult What about all the other boring Vics —if 
Joe Sweeney is boring then surely Gary Ward 
Must make Croatia Supporters suffer from hy- 
poglycemia and is for Williams, he hus played 
at striker, midfield, left back and sweeper so if 
he is boring what does that make Zarko Odza- 
kov? He can only play in one position and 
couldn't get a game for Preston and had to move 
on to u “lesser’” team in that other State How 
come the O'Sheas got guernseys? That smacks 
of racial prejudice and I’m sure the R.A. will 
be contacting you personally about the matter. 
Why no Greeks on the boring list? Lots of *‘fan- 
ny-dancers”’ in that group of homo sapiens. 

The list could go on and on.but who am [ to say 
who is or who is not a boring player? Perhaps 
“Soccer Action” could run a “boring player’ 
poll amongst its readers to decide on the all- 
time boring team. Let's throw in the most 
boring referee — Chris Bambridge must have a 
chunce — 1 mean there are never riots, kick- 
ings, send-offs etc. when he is in charge — a 
real bore that fella. In fact, let's not write about 
soccer at ill, forget team analyses, match re- 
ports, coaches thoughts, prospective stars and 
all that rot, let's write about the soccer scribes, 
I mean they are the really important soccer per- 
sonalities — let’s take a good look at our syper 
heroes: 

Marcelo D'Amico: dast seen handing the 
“Soccer Action” State League player of the 
year award (to be replaced in 1986 by Most 
Boring Player of the Year Award) to Thomas- 
town's Tony Cosentino. 

Ken Contra: a great journalistic prospect as 
he’s of European extract, speaks good English, 
being a coach for almost 20 years and loves 0-0 
draws. 

Craig MacKenzie; recently turned down a 
three figure offer to replace Lou Richards on 
the “World of Sport’’ panel. He reckoned it 
would interfere with his major jobs — watching 
Collingwood and being the major sponsor for 
Sundringham City Soccer Club. 

Laurie Schwab: The Mr Packer of Australian 
soccer, famous for announcing the arrival of yet 
another famous Yugoslav player from the Yu- 
goslay 2nd, or was it 3rd division, who will be 
here next Wednesday or definitely by next Sat- 
urday or if not by March next year, providing 
the visa can be found. 

Les Murray: who is said to have said: 
said’, before anybody said anything Dresses in 





“T; 





pink Suits and likes dark South American 
players who are not boring 

Andrew Dettre> famous for his genetic know- 
ledge Life long ambition ts to create a team of 
the first blue-eyed, blond haired, 6ft. 2in rugged 
Oscar Crinos called Schmidt. Has made several 
investigative trips to the jungles of South Amer- 
lea where he has friends in high places. 

Les Shorrock: known for taking not-so-boring 
shots of players in compromising positions. Is 
rumoured to be pro-British, but that accent of 
his is fake and 1s Only there to impress real Brit- 
ish people Hts favourite occupation is watching 
Albion Turk Gucu Cuckoo 

Peter Destra’ known for quoting coaches to 
perfection and a man to be trusted atall cost 

Mick Mitten: no relation to Mick O’Brien who 
used to write for “Soccer Action’ and occasion- 
ully was Seen watching his brother play soccer. 

My selection for the most boring scribe defini- 

tely gues fo The first postcard to reach me 

with the Sime name as my first choice wins the 
honor of one free copy of “Soccer Action’’ per 
year for the next 10 years. 


~ — MIKE LYNN, On behalf of the yawn brigade. 


SIR — Or is it GOD? According 
to the ridiculous article you dis- 
played in “‘Soccer Action”’ (dated 
10/7/85) you obviously have 
become the supreme judge of 
humanity, at least as far as 
soccer players are concerned. 


Well GOD, maybe you should not have to 
Shoulder all the blame It seems you had some 
help from your apostles (or “Soccer Action” ex- 
pects). 

What really happened in that issue? Was it at 
your last Supper when you had drunk the five or 
six buckets of water which you had miracu- 
lously turned into wine, that you and the boys 
decided to humiliate and embarrass eight guys 
most of whom at one time or another, have rep- 
resented their state. As a matter of fact one or 
two even have had the audacity to represent 
their country. 

Two puges further on in your “bible’’ one of 
your so-called ““Yawn brigade’’ was named 
“Mun of the Mutch’”. Was that a slip of the pen 
by St. Peter (Desira)? 

Hus it ever occurred to you that these players 
could be playing to instruction and in our 
modern game a lot of natural flair was taken 
away from players? Maybe you should have a 
word with their coaches. 

1 hope you publish this letter as a protest on 
behalf of all the players you have mentioned. 

By the way, most of your experts were pretty 
exciting players in their day. 

— JOE DOCHERTY, President, Prahran Celtic 
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Choose adjustable furniture from the exciting Prima range. An ergonomi- 
cally designed Prima chair allows seat and backrest tilt as well as height 
adjustment. The Primatic ergonomic desk has a speedy pneumatic adjust- 
ment, from 630 to 730mm in height. All adjustments can be made from a 
seated position. It follows that if individuals can adjust their chairs and 
desks to give greater comfort, they will become less tired. And, most im- 
portantly, their productivity will increase. 


lf you replace your conventional furniture with the Prima ergonomically 
designed range, you'll save dollars in the long run. 


(ima ergonomic 


Prima Office Furniture Pty Ltd 


31-49 Queensbridge St. Sth Melbourne 
Telephone: 614 4070. Telex: 36076 


FORZA JUVE! 


It’s fascinating to 
compare the after- 
maths of the Brus- 
sels tragedy and the 
Pratten Park riot. 


And don’t even attempt to 
tell me that they cannot be 
compared because in Brus- 
sels 38 people had died 
against zero in Sydney. 

If those bloodthirsty bar- 
barians on the field had their 
way, some Sydney City 
Hakoah players or officials 
could have been killed too. 

It was, indeed, sheer luck 
that nobody ended up dead or 
hali dead. 

The upshots of the Brus- 
Sels tragedy are well known. 
All English clubs banned 
from the Continent. All Eng- 
lish clubs kicked out from 
the Euro-Cups. So far some 
28 Liverpool hoodlums iden- 
tified and arrested by Liver- 
pool police. 

And now: the Belgian gov- 
ernment resigns over the 
Brussels police handling of 
the stadium events. 

Meanwhile, back in 
Sydney... 

Not a day passes without 
some Olympic official voi- 
cing his protestations over 
the “‘severity”’ of the punish- 
ments meted out to his club. 

The $10,000 fine is too 
high; Marshall Soper’s extra 
$1,000 fine is unfair; the loss 
of the two points unreason- 
able. And so on. I suppose 
Olympic was hoping for 
some sort of a bravery 
award, perhaps the Purple 
Heart. 

Even Soper chimed into 
the debate, mournfully an- 
nouncing that he is on the 
“verge of retirement”’ be- 
cause of the recent unhappy 
events. 

And an occasional TV re- 
porter immediately went 
into a state of genuflexion 
telling Soper what an un 


speakable loss that would be » 


to Olympic, Australia, the 
Socceroos. the world. 

In other words: neither 
Olympic (or at least its 
spokesman) nor Soper give 
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the slightest hint of remorse, 
only bitterness over the pun- 
ishment for their actions. 

But Iet’s go a bit further. 

Referee Ken Small’s role 
in the incident also could 
have been examined. 

in my opinion, he was 
wrong in not sending oif 
Gomez for the very first, 
neck-high foul on Soper 
which surely merited the 
description of “violent con- 
duct” as stipulated by the 
rules. 

And if he couldn't get 
there in time before Soper 
began to strangle Gomez, 
well, both should have been 
sent off without further ado. 

When something like this 
happens in Europe, the rei- 
eree also is held responsible 
for the disturbances and 
quite often cops a long sus- 
pension or removal from the 
FIFA list. 

And what about the NSL 
office itself? It would be 
interesting to know who 
were the persons from the 
NSL or ASF who had deemed 
Pratten Park as suitable for 
National League matches? 

Did they insist on the 
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Olympic, Hakoah's 


pathetic 


ground being fenced off, on 
adequate police and club of- 
ficials guarding the pitch? 

If they didn’t, the NSL 
itself is guilty of neglect con- 
tributing to the riot. 

I doubt if the NSL has ever 
even tried to enforce part of 
its own constitution which 
prescribes minimum accept- 
able standards for grounds 
to be used. 

If it had tried, it would not 
have found Pratten Park a 
safe place to stage major 
soccer matches. 

In fact, several other 
grounds would also have 
been disqualified for one 
reason or another. 

Again, the parallel with 
Europe: after a riot like that 
the governing body would re- 
examine all the grounds, 
stiffen the requirements 
and, if necessary, ban 
certain grounds. 

Belgium, for example, 
cannot hold a EUFA-spon- 
sored cup final for 10 years. 

But I het you that Pratten 
Park will be used again and 
soon without major altera- 
tions to the facilities . .. 

And finally, the role of 
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Sydney City Hakoah in all 
this. 

Quite a lot of people claim 
that Hakoah has helped to 
trigger off the Pratten Park 
riot; through the violent 
action of Gerry Gomez. 

i disagree. Gomez Was 
violent — and should have 
been sent off. Had justice 
been served — and seen to 
have been served to the irate 
fans — there would have 
been no riot. 

So, in this respect, Sydney 
City is blameless. 

However, I do agree that 
its team has a pathetic dis- 
ciplinary record, 

Only a week after the 
events of Pratten Park, 
Steve O'Connor gets sent for 
the umpteenth time. And an- 
other Hakoah star is seen on 
TV mouthing the foulest 
abuse at the referee. 

I do not profess to know 
wey Hakoah players appear 
to cop such an abnormally 
high number of cautions’ 
Suspensions and. expulsions. 

‘It is a very aggressive and 
physical team and this ten- 
dency, clearly, has not been 
curbed by club officials. 

Referees being human 
¢well, almost) keep a close 
watch on several Hakoah 
players with a ‘‘reputation”’ 

— Barnes, 0’Connor, Kosmi- 
na, Gomez and even young 
De Marigny often get in- 
volved in wars. 

It would be interesting for 
someone with the time and 
patience to go through the 
records of NSC manager | 
Stefan Kamasz and compile 
a study on the cautions and 
suspensions of NSL players. 

if Hakoah is net in the 
lead, it is damned close to it- 

But all this still doesn’t 
indict Hakeah for the hap- 
penings at Pratfen Park. 

{t was a mob riot staged 
by Olympic fans and if the 
club had any good sense and 
good taste, it would silently 
cop all the punishment 
rather than virtuously pro- 
test its innocence over an 
ugly crowd disturbance 
where, with a bit of bad luck, 
some people could have got 
killed. 





Rimischiare la stessa minestra 


Mancano ancora due gior- 


‘nate alla conclusione del 


campionato di Lega Nazio- 
nale (anche se Pultima par- 
tita si giochera’ fra quattro 
settimane a causa dell’in- 
terruzione dovuta al torneo 
internazionale) e gia si com- 
inciano a sentire critiche piu’ 
0 meno valide da ogni angolo 
al formato della com- 
petizione, accoimpagnate da 
suggerimenti piu’ 0 meno 
vaghi di come ristrutturare la 
Lega il prossimo anno! _ 


Nemmeno la precedente assicurazione 
che la competizione sarebbe rimasta 
esattamente uguale a quest’anno per 
almeno un altro camionato sembra valere 
un granche’. Tanto e’ vero che il presi- 
dente della Lega stessa, Sam Papasavas, 
ha dichiarato recentemente che la situ- 
azione dovra’ essere riesaminata a fine 
anno. 


Per cominciare, gia’ l‘argomento della 
retrocessione e promozione, almeno nel 
girone meridionale, sembra nuovamente 
essere diventate una barzelletta perche’ la 
piu’ sria aspirante alla promozione, il 
Croydon City, che guida il campionato sta- 
tale del Victoria con estrema facilita’, ha 
gia’ fatto sapere di non essere interessato 
a buttarsi nell’avventura della NSL; il ri- 
fiuto del Croydon City darebbe l’oppor- 
tunita’ di promozione alla seconda class- 
ificata, probabilmente il Morwell Falcons 
che pero gia’ l’anno scorso declino’ il salto 
di categoria. 

Le critiche al formato della com- 
petizione, e il rifiuto di squadre di Lega 
Statale ad accettare la promozione, 
stanno a significare in effetti una cosa 
sola: Ja massima coimpetizione nazionale 
(€ in misura inferiore lintero calcio aus- 
traliano) soffre di un male che e’ generale 
a quasi tutti gli sport di massa: costi in 
continua ascesSa e seguito di pubblico in 
continuo declino 

Non saranno certamente eventuali en- 
nesimi cambiamenti al formato deila 
competizione che risolveranno il proble- 
ma. E poi, onestamente, che cambiamenti 
potrebbero esser fatti ancora dopo che si 
e provato praticamente tutto, da girone 
unico a due gironi collegati da “challenge 
matches”, a due giron: completamente 
separati, a cope, a tornei finali e final- 
issitme nazionali? 

Val la pena tornare al girone unico che 
e stato abolito due anni fa perche’ non 
funzionava? Oppore val la pena sganciare 
le squadre di Brisbane e di Adelaide dal 
girone meridionale per rimpoazzarle con 
club che hanno gia’ dimostrato di non aver 
alcun interesse a partecipare ad una com- 
petizione che costa di piu’ e rende di 
meno? 

Noi proprio non crediamo che esista la 
formula magica per risolvere i problemi 
del calcio nazionale semplicemente ris- 
trutturando il formato della Lega. 

Lunica soluzione sarebbe queella di 
mighorare il hvello dello spettacolo in 
senso generale e, soprattutto, di reperire 
di quaiche modo “stelle” capaci di trasci- 
nare le folle allo stadio 

Ormat i calcio e altri sport simili non 
sono piu | unico tipo di passatempo di fine 
setiimana alla portate delle masse I di- 
versivj, le pao native ed | mezzi finanziari 
per dedicarsi ad alire attivita’ ricreative, 


non curera’ i | malt def calcio 
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@ Roberto Vier 7B mideea) e Bortie Mariani durante gif anni che il 
“maestro” richiamava allo stadio migliata di spettatori. 


cio’ in condizione di “‘scegliere’’ il meglio 
del molto che offre il convento. 

A parte la schiera sempre piu’ esigua di 

“‘patiti’’ che segue la sua squadra, la me- 
diocrita’ delto spettacolo e la mancanza di 

“nomi” nel calcio locale e’ tale che non 
puo’ ambire ad attirare le masse indiffer- 
enti e nemmeno a riportare allo stadio i 
tofiso che si sono allontanati in tempi re- 
centi e che magari si sono sparpagliati fra 
centinaia di squadrette che ogni fine set- 
timanan popolano i campetti dei vari sub- 
borghi, 

Per riempire gli stadi (almeno in ma- 
niera decorosa) non bastano piu’ le 
squadre fatte da undici giocatori che si 
confondo nell’anonimato e danno vita ad 
uno “spettacolo’’ che piu’ 0 meno e’ una 
ripetizione di tante partite viste in preced- 
enza fino alla noia. 

Che differenze fa se la Juventus di Mel- 
bourne gioca contro il Brisbane Lions o 
contro il Green Gully, contro i] Wollon- 
gong o contro 1! Croydon City? . Anzi negli 
ultimi tempi sembra che sia piu’ o meno la 
stessa cosa anche quando gioca con iul 
Croatia, con il Preston e con I'Hellas! 

Pero’ alcuni anni fa un Roberto Vieri 
che veniva a giocare a Melbourne nelle 
file del Marconi richiamava allo stadio 
migliaia di tifosi italianai anche se l’av- 
versaria locale era una squadra non ital- 
jana. 

af periodo d’oro del calcio negli Stati 
Uniti e’ stato quello in cui i Pele ei Beck- 
enbauer facevano prodezze nelle file del 
Cosmos, 11 calcio in Italia ha raggiunto 
nuovi apici da quando sono emersi 1 Rossi, 
Tardelli, Conti e Cabrini e, ancor piu’, da 
quando sono arrivati i Falcao, Zico, Plati- 
ni, Boniek e Maradona 

E innegabile che ai giorni d’oggi il 
tifoso. e’ diventato piu’ esigente a che non 
e’ piu’ disposto a sopportare passivamente 
la mediocrita’ e la prevedibilita’ della 
squadra de] cuore o della squadra che rap- 
presenta Un particolare motivo com- 
panilistico sia esso da ciltta’ a citla oda 
gruppo etnico a gruppo etnico Pero’ corre 
a vedere i fuoriclasse, 1 nomi, gli “eroi 
della domenica’ 

Quanti giocatori che rispondono a 
queste aspettative militano nelle squadre 
locali? Chi e’ il giocatore che fa parlare 
delle sue prodezze nei bar, suit posti di 
lavoro, nei var ritrovi degli appassionat) 
di calcio? Quante azioni di una partita 
rimangono nella memoria degli spettatori 
per piu d} poche ore? 

Noi pensiamo che l’unico modo di scuo- 
tere le masse mdifferent e di giustificare 
lenorme apparato del calcio nazionale, 
Sia quello di cominciare a guaradare alla 
qualita’ e di ridurre la quantita, non certo 
di Cambiare € ricambiare 1] formato del 
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aspetta i Zico e@ 1 Maradoina, in- 
tendiamoci}), e i mezzi finanziari per in- 
gaggiarii dovrebbe essere un giochetto ris- 
petto agli sforzi e alle spese che ormat Si 
affrontano da anni per mantenere in vita 
centinala di squadre che hanno cosi’ poco 
da dire dal punto di vista dello spettacolo e 
del seguito che riescono a crearsi. 

Per noi non e’ questione di dove trovare 
i giocatori ed i mezzi, ma semplicemente 
di trovare unanimata’ di intenti fra le 
varie federazioni, le varie leghed 1 vari 
dirigenti che il piu’ delle volte non vedono 
piu’ lontano dei Joro nasi e si creano diffi- 
colta’ a vicenda per meschini motivi di 
convenienza di parte o semplicemente per 
personalismi. 

Tornando alle vicende di questo camp- 
ionato nazionale, l'unica nota positiva 
della ventesima giornata per la tifoseria 
italiana e’ stata la vittoria dell’Inter 
Monaro sulla consorella Marconi (ridotta 
a dieci uomini per quasi tutta la rispresa a 
causa dell-espulsione di Carter). La 
squadra di Canberra ha ancora qualche 
possibilita’ di conquistare la quinta poltro- 
na, ma molto tenue poiche’ il disastroso 
inizio di stagione le ha lasciato una pes- 
sima differenze reti (28 segnate contro 35 
subite) per cui dovrebbe rimontare la bel- 
lezza di tre punti in due partite al St 
George (possibilissimo) e al Canberra 
(molto improbabile). 

Con questa sconfitta il Marconi ha dato 
l'addio ad ogni possibilita’ di finire in 
vetta alla classifica e ne ha ora pochis- 
sime di finire al secondo posto. Quasi il 
caso della Juventus di Melbourne che per- 
dendo contro |'Heidelberg ha lasciato via 
libera ad un Hellas che ha colto un solo 
punto dall’incontro con il Croatia. 

La sconfitta della Juventus, a dire il 
vero, e’ stata piuttosto immeritate poiche’ 
la squadra bianconera ha generato moltis- 
sime piu’ azioni dell’avversaria, senza 
pero’ riuscir a tramutarne alcuna in rete. 

D’altra parte |'Heidelberg ha difeso 
molto bene la sua porta ed il trio Olver, 
Yancos, Angele’ ha fatto vedere i sorci 
verdi agli attaccanti juventini che sono 
stati costretti a cercare di sbloccare la 
partita con un arrembaggio disordinato in 
cul lucidita’ e freddezza sono andati a 
farsi benedire. 

Anche nelle divisioni minorii del Victor- 
ja i risultati sono stati molto negativi per 
le squadr italiane che hanno perso (in 
alcuni casi con punteggi vistost) nella 
Maggior parte de} casi 

solo ]’East Brunswick, nella quarta divi- 
sione della Victorian League, ha fatto 
reistrare una vittoria importante in- 
fliggendo un I-0 alla capolista Rosanna, 
questa vittoria pero’ e’ forse arrivata 
troppo | tardi per permettere alla squadra 
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ZVEZDA IGRA SEST UTAKMICA 
Holandjani su otkazali turneju po 
Australiji, ali Zvezda sigurno dolazi, 
sto je za nas Jugosiovene najvaznije. 
Ne samo sto dolazi, vec ce odigrati 
sest umesto cetiri utakmice ae je 


ranije najavijeno. 

Pored cetiri susreta na Medjundrodno turniry, koji 

Se igra po bod sistemu, Crvera ce odigrai jednu utak- 
micu u Newcastlu, a u Adelaidi ce 13. avgusta zavrsiti 
turnejw. 

Pored Zvezde iz inostranstva dolazi samo AEK iz 
Atine, koji za pravo cudo nema ni jednog jugosiovens- 
kog Sh ee ali nama je Zvezda dovoljna, kao sto ce 

duk biti najdrazi u februarau 1986. godine. 

Geskujems da vidimo fudbal na najvisoj razini, 
jako je nas fudbal trenutno wkrizi. Zvezda se ojacala u 
prelaznom roku i borice se za prvu nagradu, koja je 
proslog puta pripala Australiji. Prema poslednjim 
vestima direktor kluba Dragan Dzajic najavio je dola- 
zak sa “‘crveno-belom’’ ekspedicijom u nedelju 28. 
jula u Melburn, gde ce vec u sredu 31. jula Zvezda 
odigrati prvu utakmicu na turniru. 


DRAMATICNA ZAVRSNICA 


JUST ne bi bio jugoslovenski klub kada bi svoj prob- 
lem resio na vreme. Ovako je pitanje opstanka u 
Nacionalnojligi ostavijeno za jedan minut pre ponoci. 
Posle poraza u susretu sa Brisbane Lionsom na svom 
terenu i volsebne pobede Green Gullya nad Croatijom 
“plavi’’ su bili otpisani od neizlecivih fanatika. Med- 
te u fudbalu je dovoljna i slamka za spasenje. 

ST se uhvatio za tu slamku, a sad se vec nasao i 
splav sa kojim je lakse proci kroz nemirne vode. 

Ako kojim slucajem ““PLAVI”’ dobiju vazan derbi 
zacelja sa Green Gullyem u nedelju 28. jula obezbe- 
dice mesto u Nojevom kovcegu za poslednje kolo, koje 
se igra posle dugog dvadesetdnevnog odmora u ne- 
delju 18. avgusta. Razmak je ogroman i moze biti 
kritican za formu svakog kluba. 

JUST je igrao rastrgano i slabo protiv Adelaide 
Citya, ali je ipak zasluzeno osvojio oba boda, jer je 
imao bolje zivce. Te zivce treba sacuvati do kraja 
pvenstva, jer se lako moze dogoditi da Luka Bonacic i 
Jadranko Kodzo, bez zavrsenog zadatka, otputuju 
danas nazad za Jugoslaviju. Sticajem visih okolnosti 
nisu odigrali sve utakmice do sada i bilo bi zaista 
bolno kada bi, prakticno bez zbogom, otisli iz ove 
sredine, koja ih primila toplo i bratski. Takeo je 
prosie godine uradio Drgan Lacmanovic, steta ako bi 
posli ealeeovim stopama. 

ika je sreca sto je Zdravko Lujic zaigrao zadnje 
dve Sacabsnice u velikoj formi, sto je JUSTu donelo 
cetiri zlatna boda. U formu se vraca i Brian O’Doin- 
nell, pa ne treba biti pesimista za dva dva zadnja kola. 

Mladi tim JUSTa pobedio je Fawkner sa 6:1 (4:0). 
Saee Brian O'Donnell, Goce Nedelkovski i Sasa 

rkic. 

MAKEDONIJA se vratila sa jednim bodom iz 
Brisbana, gde se nastavila stara prica sa sudijama. U 
nedelju 2B. jula “‘crveno-crni’ docekuju West Adelai- 
du, koja je sa povratkom Honeymana pokazala da ima 
ostre zube. 

Melbourne Croatia je uzela jedan bod Hellasu 
zahval jujuci debelom ofsajdu, a unedelju 28. jula ima 
jos tezi posao da obavi protiy ranjenog Juventusa. 


VARDAROY “JO-JO” 


Altona Gate/VARDAR — Doveten 1:0 (0:0). Opet 
su igraci Vardara napravili iznenadjenje, ali ovog 
puta ugodno za svoje navijace. Odbrana je junacki 
izdrzala sve napade gostiju niz vetar, a posle odmora 
najbolfi igrac ove utakmice Mile Micevski osigurao je 
Altoni Gate oba boda efektnim golom u 56. minutu. 
Par minuta kasnije gosti su ostali sa 10 igraca, jer je 
desni half zaradio crveni kartoin zbog psovke. Umesto 
da popuste, gosti su zaigrali mnogo bolje i opasnije 
dok se nisu-umorili, tako da je zavrsnica opet pripala 
Altoni gate. 

Sastav Altone Gate: Dany Lacok, Ace Petrovski. 
Alex Zdravevski, Lube Talevski, Chris Talevski 
(Goran Georgijevski od 85. minuta), Jimmy Kebea- 


kovski, Boris Gelevski, Mile Micevski, Zlatko Velja- 
novski, Gus Fi s Mendo Ristovski. Najbolji igr- 
‘aci: Milan Micevski, “Chris Talevski iako je igrao bo- 
lestan i Dany Lacok. 

Oslabljena rezerva je povela sa 1:0 preko Mayo 
Mantella, ali je kraj utakmice glasio 5: 1 (0/1) za drugi 
tim Dovetona. Najbolji za Altonu Gate Dragi Mitevs- 
ki, Bili Nikolevski i Mayo Mantello. 

U subotu 27. jula@Altona Gate je gost Doncaster Ro- 
versa. 


ODLOZENA UTAKMICA U RINGWOODU 


* Zbog sudije koji Bea vedielereaigzainiie/odlerane 
ut ca prvih izmedju Ringwood Utd/SR- 
BIJE i San Milerenticivecitie pedivedenti 
pretio da se pretvori u kaljugu ake se odigra predigra 
Uzalud su bili protesti, rezervni sudija je vedio o obi 
reacuna. Rezerve su igrale nereseno I:1, dok ce prvi 
timovi igrati kasnije kada se pojavi zgodna prilika. 

Royal Richmond/SINDJELIC je osvojio vazan bod 
u Geelongu, gde je igrao nereseno 2:2 protiv Bell 
Parka, ali se jos nije odlepio od zadnjeg mesta. U 
subotu 27. jula docekuje North Geelong, koji je pre- 
ndent za prvo mesto. 


GUZVA NA VBHU TABELE 
TRECE DIVIZISE 

SPRINGVALE UNITED — Essendon City &1 
(21). “Plavi” su se dostojno revansirali za poraz u 
prvom delu prvenstva, jako su gosti i ovog uta ovelisa 
1:0 u 20. minutu. Izjednacio je Zahid Tepic u 30. min- 
utu, posto je sav posao obavio Milan Stojilovic. 

Pred sam odlazak na odmor Dragan Janjic je sa 20 
metara povisio na 2;1 za ‘“‘plava’’. Posle odmora, 
domaci igraci su uz pomoc vetra potpuno razbili Voj- 
tekovu cetu. Golovi su padali sledecim redom: Cane 
Velevski u S4., Milan Stojilovic u 55. i Emil Petrov u 
56. minutu. 

Bilo je jos tri do cetiri lepih prilika da se ostvari 
dvocifren rezultat, ali Essendon se srecno izvukao. 

Sastav Springvale utd: Zoran Mandic, Djuro Siv- 
cev, Milenko Culibrk, Dragoslav Jelicic, Stevan Jan- 
jic, Dragan Janjic (Hitko Kaim od 75. minuta), Boris 
Maricic, Emil Petrov, Zahid Tepic, Milan Stojilovic, 
Aleksandar Velevski. Rezerve Johna Skomr! j i Milan 

omic. 

U prdigri je rezerva Essendona pobedila sa 5:3 
(2:1), uz pomoc trenera “‘plavih”’ Steve Janjica, koji 
je postigao dva autogola i demoralisao svoju ekipu. 
Strelci za “‘plavu"’ sererwu: Daniel Karov, Joe Fran- 
cisti i Nebojsa Drag 

U subotu 27. julae “Plavi" su gosti Bulleena na igr- 
alistu Veneto Social Cluba, 191 Bulleen Road. 

WILLIAMSTOWN/MLADOST — Clayton 3:2 (2:1). 
“plavi” su lepo poceli i povell vec u 3. minutu preko 
Borisa Srblsevab og" U 25. weaniata Ion Pitt je povisio iz 
solo akcije na 2: 0. 

Umesto da pregaze grogiranog protivnika, “‘plavi"’ 
su naglo stali, sto su gosti Bulleena na igralistu 
Veneto Social Cluba, 191 Bulleen Road. 

WI /MLADOST — Clayton 3:2 (2:1)- 
“Plavi’’ su lepo poceli i poveli vec u 3. minutu preke 
Borisa Srbinovskog. U 25. minutu Ion Pitt je povisio iz 
solo akcije na 2:0. 

Umesto da pregaze grogiranog protivnika, “‘plavi’’ 
su naglo stali, sto su gosti iskoristili da smanje na 2: 1, 
ana samom pocetku drugog poluvremena izjednace. 
Na srecu, Ion Pitt je bio u dobroj formi i jos boljem 
raspolozenju pa je na vreme osignurao pobedu “‘pla- 
vih"* svojim drugim golom u 48 minutu. 

Sastav Mladosti: Ciric, Lavcanski, Stefanovic, Di- 
movski (Beker) Butic, Trajkovski, Mudrinic, Ivkovic, 
Pitt, Vujic, Srbinovski. 

Rezerva je pobedelia sa sa 2:1 (1:0). Strelci: Marko 
Gvozdic i Dragan Belurov- 

U subotu 27. jula Mladost je gost West Brunswicka 
u Port Melboirnu, Murphy Reserve, Williamstown 
Rd. My 56 K.1 

Hawthorn — CRVENA ZVEZDA 3:2 (2:2). Strelci 
za Zvezdu, koja je nastupila bez cetiri kijucna i igraca: 
Sasa Milenkovic u 25. t Dragan Milenkovic u 35. min- 
utu. 

PASCOE VALE/PELISTER — East Geeleng/MA- 
KEDOINISA 6:1 (1:1): Streiciz Tony Centarrine 5 i 
Frank Brogonja, dek su goesti pestigii pocasni gel iz 
iedamsesterca_ 
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OLY MPIC 
- NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


ROUND 21 27 & 28th JULY 
SOUTHERN DIVISION 


_ PRESTON Sens 













GREEN GULLY 





eS 
FOOTSCRAY JUST. 


at GREEN GULLY RESERVE 
3 pm SUNDAY 











at CONNOR RESERVE 
3 pm-SUNDAY 


YOUTH GAME:- 
PRESTON 







YOUTH GAME:- 
GREEN GULLY 
VS 











VS 
FRANKSTON PINES 




















FOOTSCRAY 
at 12.45 pm at 12.45 pm 
BRUNSWICK JUVENTUS STH MELB HEILAS 

ve VS 
MELBOURNE CROATIA BRISBANE CITY 
at OLYMPIC PARK No.2 a NODE Pa 







YOUTH GAME: 

















YOUTH GAME:-:- 
baie Setar STH MELB 
; VS 
CROATIA 7 





at 12.45 pm 


BRISBANE LIQNS 


















ee ® (SUNSHINE ceoRGE cross mm 
S| at OLYMPIC SPORTS FIELD | [ome 
' 2.30 pm SUNDAY 
VIC YOUTH GAME: 
FAWKNER 
VS 
SUNSHINE GEORGE 
CROSS 
AT VENUE T.B.A. 


NORTHERN DIVISION 
MARCONI vs PENTRITH CITY 


at MARCONI STADIUM 3 pm SUNDAY 
ST GEORGE vs SYDNEY CITY 


at ST GEORGE STADIUM 3 pm SUNDAY 


BLACKTOWN CITY vs APIA LEICHHARDT 


_at GABBY STADIUM 3 pm SUNDAY 


O77] HEIDELBERG ALEXANDER 
o~ i at RICHLANDS 
3 pm SUNDAY 











VIC YOUTH GAME:- 
NUNAWADING CITY 
















VS 
HEIDELBERG 
AT VENUE T.B.A. 










EDMUND KREFT | GORDON ARROWSMITH 






(i et 








SYDNEY OLYMPIC vs SYDNEY CROATIA 


at VENUE TB.A.3 pm SUNDAY 


NEWCASTLE ROSEBUD vs INTER MONARO 


at ADAMSTOWN OVAL 2.30 pm SATURDAY 


CANBERRA OLYMPIANS vs WOLLONGONG cry. 








at NATIONAL SPORTS STADIUM 3 pm SUNDAY 


